10/ 03/ 2002
Si ngapore M nister draws flak for remarks on Ml aysi an newsnen

Bal an Mbses

A SINGAPORE M ni ster may have bitten off nore than he could chew when he
i kened Mal aysi an journalists covering a recent event in the republic to
wild aninals.

M nister of State for National Devel opment Dr Vivian Bal akri shnan may
have nade the statement in jest, but this was not the view of nost
Mal aysi ans quoted in the Malay nedia.

Berita Harian quoted politicians and a fornmer editor-in-chief of Utusan
Mal aysi a as sayi ng the Young PAP vice-chai rman shoul d have been
circunmspect in his views.

Dat uk Zai nuddin Maidin, a former newsman and now Information Mnistry
Parliamentary Secretary, said Bal akrishnan's views may reflect the nmanner
i n which Singapore journalists approached their |eaders.

The Senator said Singapore scribes were overawed by their political
| eaders and, thus, kept their distance.

And this was probably why, he said, Bal akrishnan reacted the way he did
in a speech at a luncheon [ ast week for Young PAP | eaders whi ch was hosted
by a visiting Umo Youth del egati on.

Berita Harian, in a Page 2 report headlined "Si ngapore Journalists are
Rats and the Basis for Young PAP Leader's Statenent", quoted Zai nuddi n as
sayi ng that the Singapore views probably cane fromthe "open" manner Umo
Yout h head Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein treated Mal aysi an reporters covering
his trip to the republic.

Johor Baru Umo Youth chief Abu Talib Alias, in another report the sanme
day, said Young PAP | eaders at the |uncheon clapped in support of
Bal akri shnan's statenent while Umo Youth | eaders kept silent.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said Bal akri shnan's
statenment went against the spirit of Young PAP's assertion that it wanted
stronger Ml aysi a- Si ngapore ties.

Ut usan Ml aysi a quoted H shanmmuddi n as sayi ng that Ml aysian journalists
had to defend thensel ves and not expect politicians to cone to their
rescue.

It was a week of unwel cone publicity for the Mal aysian nedia with
Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong reproachi ng them on Thursday for
raising issues that pitted Singapore agai nst Ml aysi a.

Speaking to The Straits Tinmes of Singapore in Australia during the
Commonweal t h Heads of Governnent neeting recently, he castigated newsnen
in Malaysia for a spate of anti-Singapore articles.

He alleged that the | atest Mal aysian effort was in relation to the
recl amati on of |and by Singapore in its waters.

Berita Harian quoted himas saying that "Singapore will not do anything
wrong" in the reclamation issue.

The newspaper said he accused the Ml aysia nedia of raising the sale of
water to the republic and the tudung controversy before this.

It was not all brickbats, however, for the Ml aysi an nedi a.

Mal awi I nformation Mnister Clenent Stanbuli, on a visit here, was
quoted by Berita Harian on Tuesday as saying that the Ml aysia nmedi a was
free conmpared with many countries.

Describing journalists here as professionals, he said the adm nistration
of the nedia was al so exenplary as it did not ignore the devel opnent of
the country while pursuing journalistic ideals.

The week that was al so saw a debate raging in the |local nedia on the



nerits of the reclamation work in the Tebrau Straits.

Ut usan Mal aysia and Berita Harian probably gave Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad the | ast word on the issue with their page 1 |ead stories
yesterday quoting the Prime Mnister as asking Singapore for a guarantee
that the reclamation will not affect the waterline.

Dr Mahathir said while Singapore has the right to reclaimland inits
territory, this should not be at the expense of Ml aysi a.

Si ngapore was al so in Mal aysi an news for other reasons.

Ut usan Mal aysia ran a story on Monday quoting statistics published in
The Straits Tines which indicated that nore poor children in the republic
were not going to school .

A total of 1,921 children were not registered for Primary One in 1999 as
parents did not have enough noney to pay school fees, the newspaper said,
quoting Education Mnistry and wel fare departnment figures.
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