10 JUL 2002
MCA- El ecti ons
SI GNI FI CANT BY- ELECTI ONS, WORLD WAI TS OUTCOVE- MCA

| POH, July 10 (Bernama) -- The Anak Bukit and Pendang by-el ections are
very significant as victories for the Bari san Nasional will send a cl ear
nessage to the world that Mal aysia remains a progressive and tol erant
Muslimcountry, MCA vice-president Datuk Chan Kong Choy sai d.

Chan sai d Mal aysi a had been hailed as a tol erant Musli mcountry after
the Sept 11 attacks on the United States and since then Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s vi ews had been sought after by nmany world
| eaders.

Victory for PAS candidates in the two seats, however, woul d send a
wrong signal tothe world as the party had been associated with extrem sm
he said.

"So, not only are Ml aysi ans eagerly awai ting the outcone of the
by-el ecti ons but al so the international conmunity," he said after attending
t he | poh Ti mur MCA di vi sion and Pasir Putih Sel atan branch solidarity
di nner here | ast night.

The by-el ections are being held foll owi ng the death of PAS President
Dat uk Fadzil Noor on June 23. He was the MP for Pendang and the state
assenbl yman for Anak Bukit.

Chan said it was even nore significant as the seats were previously
hel d by the PAS President while the by-el ections were al so taking place
just after the Hudud Law Bi ||l had been passed by the PAS-controlled
Terengganu State Assenbly.

The MCA, he said, would nobilise its entire machinery and send
experienced speakers to both constituencies to help the BN candi dates wr est
the seats.

Chan sai d al t hough Chi nese conprised only 6.4 per cent and 11.09 per
cent of the voters i n Pendang and Anak Bukit respectively, their votes were
neverthel ess crucial for the BN victory.

"W will go all out to deliver the majority of the Chinese votes to the
BN. As far as we are concerned, the Chinese will be with us but we will not
underestimate PAS s influence in the area,"” he added.

Chan said there were not many issues that coul d be capitalised upon by
PAS to capture Chi nese votes.

He said the economic recovery and the | atest devel opnents on the world
scenari o would hel p swing votes to the BN
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