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AVAY from Thomas Mann's snow capped "Magi ¢ Mountain", this year's Wrld
Economi ¢ Forum (WEF) in New York has al ready come under the spotlight of
anti-globalisation protesters. They have organi sed thensel ves to voice
their concern during the annual neeting fromtoday.

VWile the 2,700 participants fromaround the world gather to discuss
"Leadership in Fragile Tines: A Vision for a Shared Future" at the
prestigi ous Wal dorf Astoria, the protesters will be back at work on the
streets - the first tinme since the Sept 11 attack on the Wrld Trade
Center and Pent agon

Government | eaders, Nobel Prize winners, corporate executives,

M ni sters, youth | eaders and | eaders of tonmorrow gather to address the key
econom c, political and social issues at a gathering which has becone the
"world' s gl obal business summit".

The annual neeting, better known as the Davos Forum has played a key
role in identifying newtrends in the economc, political, social and
cul tural domains, and in shaping strategi es and actions for corporations
and countri es.

The six core thenes of this year's forumare: Advancing Security and
Addr essing Vul nerability; Redefining Business Challenges; Reducing Poverty
and I nmproving Equity; Re-evaluating Leadership and Governance; Restoring
Sust ai ned G owt h, and Shari ng Val ues and Respecting D fferences.

These thenes will be covered during the five days in numerous workshops,
panel discussions, breakfast, |uncheon and di nner sessions.

Among the subjects to be dealt with in detail include, The G oba
Econonmi ¢ Qutl ook; The Root Cause of Conflict; A safer Wirld: How do we get
there? Building a Coalition for a Stable Wrld: Wo will share in the
burden? New Priorities in US Foreign Policy; Mddle East Qutl ook: New
Directions? Wnen in the MuslimWrld;, dobal Covernance: What needs to
change? d obal Action to Bridge Cultural and Social D vides; Business
Strategy in a Fragile d obal Econony; Bridging D vides: Necessary Next
Steps; Fromdoomto Boomin the IT industry, and Responding to Anti -

G obalistion: The New Rol e of Business.

VWhat is it that pronpts thousands of business |eaders, entrepreneurs and
deci si on nakers, who collectively account for sone 80 per cent of globa
i ndustrial output, to set aside five days to rub shoulders with others
much | ess powerful than thensel ves and set aside their |uxurious
linobusines to wal k or take the public transport to nove fromvenue to
venue to participate in the debates and di scussions?

The worl d's nmovers and shakers will cranp in neetings which otherw se
will take themnmonths, if not years, to set up and they would have to
travel round the world to achi eve what they can in one place in five days.

Net wor ki ng and i nformal sessions in the corridors and other venues on
the sidelines of the annual neeting offer participants an opportunity not
avai | abl e el sewhere.

O hers are just happy to be seen anong the "rich and fanmous” and the
"nmovers and shakers".

The annual neeting in New York will offer an opportunity for a
"conpr ehensi ve assessnment of how t he gl obal econonic, business and
political scene is being shaped by new factors and forces” in the post-
Sept 11 peri od.

In addition they will seek to "identify and discuss the nost appropriate



strategies for confronting the challenges in this new gl obal environment
as well as to capitalise on opportunities to strengthen gl obal econom c
progress and secure a safer, fairer, and a nore stable world".

In this context, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s vi ews
will be instructive. H's participation in the Forumwll offer
partici pants an opportunity to listen to himfirst-hand as he is expected
to explain the "unorthodox policies" Milaysia has pursued and i npl enent ed
resulting in a stable and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

These policies are now being accepted as alternatives to the "one size
fits all" remedi es proposed by the nultinational institutions which have
resulted in total chaos and destruction of econom es, the |atest being
Ar genti na.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to participate as a special guest in the
wor kshop on "Ensuring Capital Flows in a Ri sk Averse Environnent” and de-
liver a special nmessage on "The Role of Islamin the Mddern State" in
anot her session.

The Prime Mnister will be speaking froma position of strength on these
i ssues. Malaysia as a noderate Islamic state is the only one that has
achieved a level that can be considered as "devel oped". Malaysia is also a
nodel for its multi-ethnic and nulti-religious society, living in peace
and harnony and has an envi abl e standard of I|iving.

Many countries and busi nesses can learn from Mal aysi a's experi ence and
pay close attention to cultural, social, religious and political
sensitivities and other factors that have the capacity to alter overnight
the basis for strategic decisions.

In an increasingly interdependent world, devel oping countries nust co-
operate to deal with the challenges. Ml aysia has been in the forefront
with its proposal for regional co-operation with its proposal for an East
Asi a Econom ¢ Co-operation (EAEC) in 1991.

The recent financial crisis has only strengthened the argunent and need
for regional co-operation. Dr Mahathir is expected to el aborate his views
on this in his address on "d obalisation: Challenges and | npact on Asia".
He will also elaborate on the damage and destruction caused to small
devel opi ng economies by the too rapid opening up of markets and
i beralisation.

Wth the annual neeting being held in the Big Apple and the site of the
destroyed twin towers of the Wrld Trade Center, discussions on terrorism
and bio-terrorismw || be high on the agenda.

Mal aysi a has | essons to offer in this area having successful ly defeated
the Conmuni sts. And Dr Mahathir will speak of Malaysia's experience in
fighting terrorismand the gl obal |lessons in his address to the Asia
Society.

At the end of the five days, corporate novers and shakers, political
| eaders and soci al workers hope to go home better prepared to deal with
the uncertainties of the changed world and perhaps with a road nmap and
clear vision of their own businesses.
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