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SI VA TO FACE DI SCI PLI NARY ACTION | F HE | NSI STS ON SEGREGATI ON - AZI Z

SUBANG, March 24 (Bernama) -- The Education Mnistry will take
di sciplinary acti on agai nst the Nati onal Uni on of Teachi ng Prof essi on
(NUTP) Secretary-General Datuk N. Siva Subramaniamif he still insists on
student segregation in schools on racial |ines.

He said the mnistry was prepared to negotiate but if Siva renmai ned
adamant, it only showed that the uni on had bad i ntentions.

"People with bad intentions...damgi ng, surely they're up to
somet hing," he said without el aborating on the formof action that coul d be
t aken agai nst Siva, who is al so Cuepacs Presi dent.

Si va shoul d di scuss with his executive comrittee and | ook into the
m st ake over the al | egati on that students have been segregated according to
race in 210 schools, he told reporters at the Royal Ml aysi an Air Force
(RVAF) base in Subang.

He was anmong the VI Ps present at the base to wel cone Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad froma working visit to Russia, Gernmany and
Pol and,

Azi z was asked by reporters whet her disciplinary action coul d be taken
agai nst Siva.

He said the NUTP shoul d understand that a | ot of nbney, tinme and energy
were spent by the i ndependent comrittee to study the allegation and found
it to be basel ess.

"Maybe the NUTP i s m staken. Wen they visited the schools, they saw
the pupils segregated for certain subjects |ike Islamc studies," he said.

Aziz said if the NUTP continued with its allegation, it would only harm
the racial harmony and unity in the country.

Asked whet her Siva still need to apol ogi se for the all egation, he said:
"He has caused di stress and unhappi ness anong teachers in 210 school s.

“Is it fair for this union to go on with their arrogance and | et schoo
children of these school s suffer because their teachers are unhappy, ? he
sai d.

I n KUALA LUMPUR, Siva said the union would make its stand on the issue
after the Ketari by-election on March 31.

The uni on woul d neet Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi to explain the issue and other matters, he told reporters after
attendi ng a sem nar on worren' s responsi bility towards a di sci plined society
organi sed by the All-Indian Progressive Front (IPF).

Asked to comment on the findings of the i ndependent comittee, he said
t he uni on had not receive the conmtte's report.

Si va sai d the union cannot comment on the findings nerely based on what
was reported in the nedia.

The report nmust be studi ed by the union's national council, he said
when comrenting on the call by Abdullah for Siva to apol ogi se over the
segregation issue.
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