01 DEC 2002

TRAVEL ADVI SCRI ES: STATE TOURI SM | NDUSTRY M GHT BE AFFECTED NEXT YEAR

MELAKA, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- The effect on the tourismindustry of the
state of negative travel advisories mght be felt next year, said Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhd Ali Rustamtoday.

He sai d Mel aka, whose econony depended significantly on tourism would
intensify pronotions to counter these travel advisories.

"We m ght achieve our target to attract three mllion tourists this
year and as at COctober, we have already recorded 2.4 mllion tourists," he
told reporters here.

Mohd Alli said the figure was expected to i ncrease for the nonth of
Novenber and Decenber due to school holidays and festive seasons.

In Langkawi yesterday, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
had bl aned negati ve travel advisories for the alarm ng drop in touri st
arrivals.

Dr Mahat hir said he was di sappointed with the entire affair concerning
the travel advisories and it has occurred despite the country having
registered a protest with countries responsi bl e for such advi sori es.

The United States, Australia, Canada and Gernany are anobng sever al
western countries, which had i ssued travel advisories on the Asean region
following the Bali bonb bl asts.
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