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MAHATHI R- | AP

SMALL SCALE MSC- STATUS COVPANI ES CAN ALSO CONTRI BUTE | DEAS, SAYS
MAHATHI R

CYBERJAYA, Sept 6 (Bernanma) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t he gover nment wel cones all parties, including small scale
MSC- st at us conpani es, to put forward their ideas and bid for contracts for
t he advancenent of the Miul timedi a Super Corridor (MSC) initiatives.

Speaki ng at a press conference at the 6th MSCG I nternational Advisory
Panel (I AP) meeting here today, he said that the governnent is open to any
proposal s com ng even fromsmal | conpani es provi ded t hey have t he capacity
to execute the ideas.

Dr Mahathir, who is the | AP chairman, said these conpanies were free to
make bids (for contracts) but due considerati on woul d be based on their
capabilities and rel evant experti se.

"W are open to any proposals, comng fromsnaller conpanies, (but) at
the same tinme, of course, they (the snall conpani es) have (bid for
contracts) that is within their capacity. They are entitiled to nake bids
for contracts, they are not in any way excl uded," said Dr Mahathir.

The prinme minister said that the government woul d definitely give due
consideration to parties which have the capacity to provide the answers to
sonme of the problens which the governnent was faci ng now.

and it is not a question of know ng (people) because they nay have
known t he wrong peopl e,"” he said in responding to a question on whether the
governnent would give a fair chance for small-scale conpanies to
participate and bid for MSC-rel ated contracts.

The MSCis a 750sq kmarea running south fromthe Kual a Lumpur City
Centre to the KL International Airport which has been designated as a hub
for the devel opment of multinmedia products and servi ces.

Asked why sone | eadi ng busi ness entities in Mal aysia were hesitating in
supporting the MsCinitiatives, Dr Mahathir said that the gover nment was
not agai nst themand has in fact tried to attract themto join the M5C
initiatives.

"I't depends on what they (these conpanies) want to do. It is entirely
up to themto choose, but we are not against them in fact we have tried to
attract them" he said.

He noted that there were still many Ml aysi an conpani es which failed to
see the potential of information technology (IT) ininproving their
busi ness operati ons.

Dr Mahathir said that the MSCinitiatives were progressing well. He
acknow edged the | AP menbers' contribution in making the project possible.

As for setback faced in inplenmenting MSC projects, such as the sl ow
progress of the entertainment village or e-village project, Dr Mahathir
said that the governnent was finding ways to address this issue.

The e-village project forns part of the MSCinitiatives to devel op
capabilities inthe areas of electronic content, rmultinedi a, educati on,
eco-tourism electronic arts and ani mation i ndustry.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned that the previous devel oper of e-village did not
real i se how much capital was required for the project.

Hal f way through, the conmpany ran short of cash and was not able to pay
its contractors, he added.

The previ ous nmaster devel oper of the project, Entertai nnent Village Sdn
Bhd (EVSB), has faced financial constraint, pronpting Miltinedia
Devel oprent Cor poration Sdn Bhd (the MSC pronoter) to step i n and ext end
paynents to the tune of RMB1.6 million in March this year to EVSB' s



creditors.

"We are worki ng on another investor to cone in but there are still
problens. But | believe that we could get around that," the prime mnister
sai d.

The second day of the MSC-|I AP neeting today woul d see the prine
m nister on a one-on-one neeting with | AP menbers and representatives.

Anong the topics discussed at the neeting are the role of I T conpanies
i n supporting the emergi ng econom es towards narrow ng t he digital gap,
post dot comentrepreneurshi p, open source system information security
i ncl udi ng cyberl aw, i nformati on superiority and conbatting harnful Internet
content.

As at August 2002, there are 745 MSC st atus conpani es i ncl udi ng 495
| ocal compani es. -- BERNAMVA
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