03 AUG 2002
LI D-Mahat hir (Tal k Shop)
SMART PARTNERSHI P DI ALOGUE NOT JUST TALK SHOP, SAYS DR M

LANGKAW , Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, in
di sm ssing the notion that the international smart partnership dial ogueis
nerely a talk shop, said today it is a forumthat gives participants a
chance to have neani ngful interaction wi th each ot her.

"I believe we are not just a talk shop,” the prine minister saidin his
concl udi ng remarks at the d obal 2002 Langkaw | nternational Dial ogue
(d obal 2002 LID) here today.

The d obal 2002 LI D di al ogue proper which ended today saw t he
partici pation of 18 heads of state and governnent and over 400 partici pants
from 36 countri es.

"We learnt fromthe reports that we have and when we go back, we'll try
to inplenent not all but sone of the ideas that have energed in this
forum" he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so G obal 2002 LID patron, said dial ogue
participants were "forced" to attend neetings as early as 7.30 in the
nor ni ng whi ch he hinsel f was not accustoned to.

Injest, he said: "You (nmust) have heard of a slave driver called
(Datuk) Dr Mhaela (Y. Smith, chief executive of the Commonweal th
Part nership for Technol ogy Managenent) who gets us to work at 7.30. W do
work and not just talk."

Dr Mahat hir said he hoped | eaders, who had attended t he di al ogue, woul d
not regret their presence because so nany i deas and suggesti ons were t hrown
about that m ght even confused t hem

"We have had such a big feedback that probably we'll go back with
terrible indigestion. | think we can survive and hope we'll survive until
the next neeting in Southern Africa (to be held in Swaziland)," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he noted that interest in the smart partnership
di al ogues was gai ni ng nomentumwi th a ri sing nunber of participating
countri es.

Starting with those, who were nenbers of the Commonweal th, the
di al ogues had now expanded to t hose outsi de the groupi ng, he said.

This year's G obal 2002 LID saw participation for the first tinme by
Mauritius Prinme Mnister, Sir Aneerood Jugnhauth, Ghana President John A
Kuf uor, Kyrgyz President Askar Akaev and Rwanda Presi dent Paul Kagane.

Dr Mahathir also said the | eaders' attendance at the di al ogue was nore
meani ngful as conpared to that of the Davos Worl d Econom ¢ Forumas t hey
got to participate rather than being mere spectators.

On the issues to be deliberated at next year's smart partnership
gathering in Swazil and, he sai d besi des ol d subjects that m ght be
di scussed again, there woul d be nore current i ssues that partici pants coul d
dwel | on.

"I't has been suggested that we need to address the gl obal inmbal ance and
i nsecurity through the pronotion of cooperation; and i nbal anced devel opnent
between the rich and t he poor based on the smart partnership principle," he
sai d.

In addition, the Swaziland neeting woul d al so di scuss the pronotion of
cul tural tol erance and the provision of support for newpartnershipin
Africa, he added.
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