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SMART PARTNERSHI P NEEDS TO GO BEYOND BUSI NESS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , July 31 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
Smart Partnership, pronoted by t he Langkawi | nternati onal Di al ogue (LI D)
groupi ng, needs to go beyond t he arena of busi ness and commerci al gain.

As such, there is a need to seek new ways of cooperation anong the
community of nations, the Prime Mnister saidin his nmessage in the d oba
2002 souvenir programme book. Dr Mahathir is the patron and advi ser of LID.

"The fundanental s of Smart Partnership that have evol ved have hel ped us
t o address the continui ng maj or devel opments i n the changi ng patterns of
trade and conpetition, technol ogical innovation and gl obal i sation of
i nfornation.

"W nmeet nowin the wake of the cataclysm c events of Sept 11, with the
gl obal comunity findingitself at significant crossroads, searching for
new di rections as we strive to journey towards peace, security and
co-prosperity for all.

"Peace and security nust have t he under pi nni ngs of a shared future that
is equitable and that promises a slice of the actionin the larger pie of
the world comunity,” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime Mnister said all previous dialogues dealt with issues in
creating Smart Partnership for nmutual progress in devel oprment.

"W continue in this dialogue to advance further the significant
progress that has been achi eved at national, regional and i nternati onal
|l evels, but this tinme with the added di nensi on of the further travails of
Sept 11.

"As a gl obal community, we are now chal |l enged by the fundanmental divide
i n human psyche and human under st andi ng, Dr Mahat hir sai d.

The prime minister said in this 10th International D al ogue, the
tradition of Smart Partnership D al ogue conti nues.

The uni que dynami cs of candour, personal interactions, trust and
sharing found in the Smart Partnership International D al ogues woul d
definitely propel us to global co-prosperity, he said.

Dr Mahat hir said educati on and access to information that woul d pave
t he way towards sharing the fruits of a gl obalised know edge society is
still the way to go.

"SMART |inks", the official newsletter of LID 2002, defined smart
partnership as creating linmtless opportunities and wealth that is shared,
sust ai nabl e and al | owi ng LI D menber countries to function in the gl obal
econony.

It is a newfranmework for governnents and conpani es to do business in
an i nternational context, based on the idea of "win-w n" and
"prosper-thy-nei ghbour" rel ations.

The newsl etter said Smart Partnership works by putting ideas and
principles into action that can lead to rapid and accel erating growth in
enmer gi ng and devel oped countries alike as well as deal w th unexpected
changes in a flexible and responsi ve way.

The newsl etter also said Smart Partnership is just one el enent in the
formul a for success whi ch depends on nany ot her factors, including
political and econonic environnent, culture and the val ue system of the
peopl e.
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