08 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - Snap
SNAP W LL RESOLVE PARTY PROBLEM DR MAHATHI R

KUCHI NG, July 8 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday expressed confi dence that the Sarawak Nati onal Party (Snap),
a conponent party of Barisan Nasional (BN) at the state level will resolve
its internal problens.

"I have no advice. | amsure they will resolve the party | eadership
crisis. Yes, | amcertainthey will resolve their problem™" he told a press
conference after opening the Lenbaga Amanah Kebaji kan Masjid Negeri Sarawak
Bui | di ng (Bangunan Masj a) here.

On whet her Snap | eaders had net him he said he nmet Snap presi dent
Dat uk Amar Janes Wing at the openi ng of the Parti Pesaka Buni putera Bersatu
(PBB) 10th general assenbly at Santubong today.

"But we did not tal k about such things (Snap problens). W are being
polite," he said.

Snap's crisis began in April this year when a group of eight senior
party | eaders | ed by deputy president Datuk Seri Peter Ti nggomurged Wng
to step down.

On recruitnent of retired English teachers to i nprove the | anguage
proficiency anong students, Dr Mahathir said the governnment was | ooki ng
into the matter.

"The retired teachers do not want to be enpl oyed as ordi nary teachers
and nor do they want to be full-tinme teachers. They want to work a few
hours a day, just teaching English," he said.

He said there was no provision in the governnent for such enpl oynent
and hence the governnment woul d have to study the rates of paynent and so
on.

On using English as the medi umof instruction, he said: "We will retain
t he present systemof education which used Mal ay as t he nmedi um of
i nstruction, and because of certain problens we face i n teachi ng sci ence
and mat hematics, we want to use English.™”

Asked whet her his retirement in October next year m ght affect
political relations anmong BN conponent parties, he said: "I amnot invol ved
with political parties in BN | amonly conpetent to speak about Umo. "

To anot her questi on whet her devel opi ng countri es had asked himto gi ve
public lectures, he saidif people invited himto give such tal k, which
they even do now, he would give the talk. "It is fun," he added.

"I amretiring. | am77. | don't think it's right to take on any job
Even Tunku Abdul Rahman didn't take any job at the age of 77. He retired
after being secretary-general of the O ganisation of Islamc Conference
(A C and he was nuch younger nman than |," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that he would not take any job with the O C.

"I amnot conpetent to hold the job and my job is to sit at hone and
try to help the party and even the governnent if they want to ask me to do
sonet hi ng. "

Meanwhi | e Sarawak Chief M nister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrmud sai d he had
no plans to quit politics yet.

"I will give the answer when the tinmes cones," he said when asked
whet her he was contenplating quitting politics after 22 years as Sar awak
Chi ef Mnister.
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