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By: Mohd Arshi Daud/ Khai dzir Ml Yunus

CASABLANCA, April 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
has proposed a code sharing arrangenent between the national air carriers
of Mal aysia and Morocco to boost the novenment of tourists into both
countries.

"We shoul d think about co-operation between Mal aysia Airlines and Royal
Air of Mrocco,"” he said at a dial ogue session with the Mdroccan busi ness
comuni ty here on Wednesday.

He said since both Malaysia Airlines and Royal Air of Mirocco flewinto
Dubai, having a code sharing agreenent would enable themto increase the
nunber of tourists flying from South East Asia and East Asia to Morocco and
fromAfrica to Mal aysi a.

When asked how can Morocco | earn fromMalaysia in terns of marketing
its tourismindustry, Dr Mahathir reveal ed that Ml aysia was able to see a
| eap in the nunber of tourist arrivals to 12.8 mllion last year fromj ust
two million in 1990 due to earnest efforts in pronoting Mal aysia as a
touri st destination.

He explained that prior to undertaking its tourismpronotion, Mlaysia
suffered froman i nage probl emwhere nmany people could readily identify its
nei ghbours but not Ml aysia itself.

"Sone people say it is near the H nal ayas, sonme say in Africa because
Mal awi is there, others say we are in China while sone say we are near
Si ngapore. The truth is that Singapore is near Ml aysia," he said am dst
appl ause fromthe floor.

Dr Mahathir said some of the pronotional efforts included organising
top international sporting events like the Formula 1 Grand Prix and Tour de
Langkawi cycling race which were watched by several hundred million people
around the world via tel evision.

On possi ble co-operation in the shipping industries of both countries,
he said,"l believe M SC (Ml aysian | nternational Shipping Corporation Bhd),
which is largely owned by Petronas (the national oil corporation), is
talking with a Moroccan conmpany operating out of Bahrain. But there are
al so other Moroccan shipping lines it (Petronas) can co-operate with."

Later, Dr Mahathir toured the manufacturing plant of Somaca, Mroccon
Nati onal Car Assembly Plant, followed by a visit to Casabl anca's
Technopar k, Handicraft Centre and Bazaar. -- BERNAMA

MADY KHY SHY



	DR MAHATHIR PROPOSES CODE-SHARING TO PROMOTE MALAYSIA-MOROCCO TOURISM (Bernama 18/04/2002)

