05 APR 2002
Abdul | ah- Kel ant an
SO CALLED CRI SI S | N KELANTAN UWMNO SETTLED, SAYS ABDULLAH

JELI, April 5 (Bernama) -- The much-tal ked about crisis brewing in
Kel ant an Unmmo has been settl ed, with Datuk Must apa Mohaned retai ned as t he
State Umo |iaison chief, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said his investigations showed the report
that 12 of the 14 Umo di vi si on heads i n Kel ant an want ed Must apa repl aced
as the State Umo head was not true.

The issue surfaced fromrunours floated by Umo's enem es, said
Abdul | ah, who is al so Umo deputy president.

"l suggest it is best for Kelantan Umo to forget about the whol e
epi sode. Let the ongoi ng divisional Umo neetings pass resol utions
supporting the | eadershi p of Datuk Mist apa who has expressed his
wi | ['ingness to continue | eadi ng Kel antan Umo.

"Wth the nove, Kelantan Umo will be seen to be really united and was
solidly behind its leader. This will put a stop to specul ati ons from
cropping up," he told reporters here.

Abdul | ah sai d runburs on negative stories about Kel antan Umo coul d mar
t he good name of the State Umo and PAS coul d exploit themfor its
political nmileage to contine clinging onto power in the state.

Abdul | ah sai d PAS woul d do anything to see Umo | eaders at | ogger-heads
as its aimwas to erode the party's influence in Kel antan.

Kel ant an Umo was abuzz | ast week when the New Straits Ti nes published
a front-page report that 12 of the 14 division chiefs in the state had
agreed to topple five office bearers in Kel antan Umo | ed by Mist apa as
they were said to be ineffective in Umo's efforts to west the state from
PAS in the next general election.

Abdul | ah urged State Umo | eaders and nenbers to cooperate and refrain
frominvolving in runour-nmongering to prevent such stories from
resurfacing.

"I'f we want to achieve Umo's goal to win in the next general election,
we need to stop specul ati ons and spreadi ng runours whi ch woul d onl y weaken
our party. If we assist in spreading runmours, the rumours will be stronger
and worsen the situation. Everything is up to us,"” he said.

The Deputy Prime M nister also drewreference to runours invol ving
former Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Annuar Miusa who is assisting the
Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) in the m sappropriation of funds in the
Har dcor e Poor Devel opment Programme.

"l al so hope stories about Datuk Annuar Musa will not be bl own up. |'ve
heard all sorts of things, sone said he has been arrested, his house has
been repossessed and so on.

"These are all stories concocted by people who hate him especially
fromPAS," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d PAS was t aki ng advant age of reports on Annuar, including
maki ng basel ess assunptions about himas the matter was still under
i nvestigations.

"Actual ly, Annuar is receptive to the investigations. In fact, he has
inforned Prine M nister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad) t hat he accepted
the investigations in good faith to respect the country's |laws," he said.

Earlier, opening the Jeli Ummo division del egat es neeti ng, Abdull ah
explained in detail the i ssue about Miustapa who is al so Jeli division head.

He said the i ssue cropped up when division chiefs started to discuss to
find a suitabl e candidate to succeed Mustapa follow ng tal k that he was



going to quit his post due to heavy work comitnents at federal |evel.

He sai d when Must apa was asked about it for confirmation, he denied
that he woul d resign but instead expressed his preparedness to continue
| eadi ng Kel antan Umo.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahat hir, who was informed about the matter on
Wednesday, gave his bl essings to Mistapa to conti nue headi ng Kel ant an Umo
based on his excell ent personal record.

"Actually, there was no intention anong division chiefs or any groups
inthe party to oust the present Kel antan Umo | eadershi p.

"In fact, if Datuk Mustapa remai ned as the State Umo chi ef, nobody
will replace him" he said to a | oud appl ause fromdel egat es.

Abdul | ah advi sed Umo nenbers to take the cue fromthe i ssue to cl ose
ranks to prevent any m sunder st andi ng besi des bei ng cauti ous agai nst the
runour mll, sonme of which were spread by Umo nmenbers thenselves to the
extent of tarnishing the party's inmage.

Besi des Must apa, several Ummo divi sion heads, including Annuar, who is
Peri ngat division chief, and federal departnent heads were present at the
neet i ng.

After opening the nmeeting, Abdullah net the division heads and their
representatives to discuss | atest devel opnents in Kel antan Ummo.
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