21 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Chi | dren
SOW NG THE SEEDS OF HATRED W LL DESTROY SOCI ETY, SAYS PM

PETALI NG JAYA, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday the act of inciting children to hate certain
peopl e woul d destroy soci ety and t henmsel ves.

On the other hand, Dr Mahathir said, if the children were allowed to
Iive without instigation by certain groups, they woul d becone good citizens
and contribute to nati onal devel opnent.

He said every child was born free of hatred and had no evil intention.

"But if the children are i mbued with the feeling of hatred...and they
are taught to hate certain people and call other peopl e by such nanes as
" Pharoah' and so on, and if this is allowed to go on, it will not only
destroy society but al so thenselves," he said.

Dr Mahthir said this when | aunchi ng the community centre sponsored by
the Puteri Umo Mal aysi a novenent at the Taman Seri Manja flats, here.

He said those who were sowi ng the seeds of hatred anong the chil dren
hoped t hat when these children grew up they woul d hate certai n people, and
on the ot her hand support the peopl e who had i nbued themwi th the feeling
of hatred.

"This is their evil intention. There are al so peopl e who gi ve pi ctures
tothe children to be torn and st epped upon. Certainly the mnd of these
children woul d be filled with hatred wi t hout knowi ng t he reasons for it,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said the act of sowi ng the seeds of hatred agai nst certain
peopl e anobng the chil dren was agai nst the teachi ngs of Islambut those who
i ndul ged i n such acts were not bothered about this fact.

He said there were certain people in the country who set up
ki ndergartens with the i ntention of polluting the m nd of these children
and sowi ng the seeds of hatred anong them

"If they are i nbued with certain beliefs, such beliefs will remain in
themand their mind, and this will influence their lives for ever," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir praised the Puteri Umo novenent for providing the
conmunity centre to enable the children to acquire know edge.

The prine mnister said those who refused to acquire know edge woul d
suffer in future and m ght not get good j ob opportunities.
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