07 APR 2002

RV22 M LLI ON CRYSTAL MOSQUE FOR LANGKAW

LANGKAW , April 7 (Bernama) -- A RM22 nmillion nosque built entirely of
crystal will be built on one of Langkaw 's islets, Pulau Rebak, Langkaw
Crystal Sdn Bhd Managi ng Di rector Abdoul Rahman Abdul | ah sai d today.

He said the pillars of the crystal nbsque covering 853-square netres
woul d rise fromthe sea off the Crystal Village.

The npbsque desi gned by DBA Arkitek Sdn Bhd of Kual a Lunpur woul d have a
prayer hall which coul d accommpdate 120 peopl e, he said after briefing
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on the project.

The nosque, the first of its kind in the world, woul d synbolise the
success of | ocal architecture and project Islam s progress in Mal aysi a, he
sai d.

Earlier Dr Mahathir inspected the operations at the Crystal Village
whi ch conbi ned | ocal architecture with that of the Crystal Village on the
Island of Morano in Italy.

Apart fromserving as a prayer house, the nosque will al so be a source
of attraction to tourists visiting Langkawi, he sai d.

Abdoul Rahman sai d several of his conpany's staff who desi gned uni que
items fromcrystal would be sent to Shanghai, China, to learn the finer
poi nts of cutting and polishing crystal.
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