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"Mana Fida' passionate about her cause

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Mention wonen's and children's rights and Puan Sri N
Saraswat hy Devi's eyes imediately flash with steely determi nation

It is clear to all that the senior Ml aysian | awer is passionate about
their rights.

The nother of four girls, all of whomare |awers in her firm has found
a new vehicle to pronote her stand on wonen's and children's rights - the
I nternational Federation of Wnmen Lawers (Fida), of which she is the
new y-el ected president.

Hail ed as "Mama Fida", Saraswathy is set to take aggressive steps to
spell out their rights.

"I want to make sure that every child is entitled to rights. | also want
to conbat trafficking of wonen and children for the purposes of
prostitution,” she told the New Straits Times.

Saraswat hy, the wi fe of Ml aysian Hockey Federation deputy president and
former Selangor CPO Tan Sri P. Al agendra, was el ected president at the
Fi da bi ennial congress in Manaus, Brazil, on Sept 8.

"It troubles me that children increasingly require psychiatric treatnment
for depression when their parents divorce or during tinmes of war. It's
ment al vi ol ence. What about the rights of the child?

"Children's hearts are like flowers and they should not be crushed. The
i npression will forever remain.”

She said children were unable to cope "so | strongly feel that some
rights for a child have to be spelt out, and we are |ooking into this".

"I require assistance from anybody to fornmulate the rights of children
Peopl e tal k about fighting for human rights, but | believe that when you
uplift a human through educati on and awareness programmes his or her
rights will conme automatically.”

Fida is an international non-governnental organisation with consultative
status with the Econonmic and Social Council of the United Nations.

It raises the | egal awareness of these rights via advocacy and | obbyi ng
t hrough conferences and wor kshops, networking with other NGO and co-
operating with governmental organisations when necessary.

Saraswat hy recently proposed a United Nations-sponsored treaty for the
extradition of serious crimnal offenders, apart fromwar crimnals, to
the countries where the crinme was comm tted.

These include drug trafficking, trafficking in wonmen and children for
prostitution or slavery, sale of children, child pornography and Internet
crimes involving children

The paper Judicial Co-operation in Crimnal Matters - A d oba
Per spective was presented at the Third European Congress of the European
Wbren Lawyers' Association and French Wmen Lawyers' Associ ation

Sar aswat hy said Mal aysia had good laws in place, like the Child Act,
Young Wbnen and G rls Protection Act, with suppport fromthe Wnen and
Fam |y Devel opment Mnistry.

"Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has | ed the country beautifully.

Mal aysi a has everything for one to live confortably," she said.

Her personal phil osophy? "You have to keep your mnd very free. Don't
| et your thoughts clash. Never feel tired in your mnd, then you wl|l
never feel tired in your body."
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