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"UNI TED" LI ST FOR MCA DI VI SI ONAL ELECTI ONS, SAYS LI NG

By: Alan Ting
KUALA LUMPUR, April 30 (Bernama) -- Only one list of candidates
-- conprising menbers of the two factions in the party -- will be

i ssued for the MCA divisional elections, party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik said today.

The list, which he referred to as the "united list", was inline with
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s peace and stability agenda
for MCA

"They (MCA | eaders) canme up with the guidelines (on the nom nation
list) and | think everbody will be happy withit," he told reporters after
briefing MCA Menbers of Parlianment, state assenbl ymen and senators at the
party headquarters.

Seventy of the 98 MPs and state assenbl ynen attended t he one-and-a-hal f
hour briefing by Dr Ling on the peace and stability agenda.

MCA menbers aligned to deputy president Datuk Li mAh Lek did not attend
the briefing as they clainmed they were not invited.

After last week's MCA Central Committee (CC) neeting, Dr Ling announced
that there woul d be no contest for the party top posts at all levels in
order to maintain the status quo at every | evel of the party.

He said that the no-contest decision was agreed upon by the different
factions within the MCA | eadershi p and t he status quo was endorsed by t he
party deci si on- maki ng body, the CC

However, to nmaintain that status quo, the party would go ahead with its
di vi sional elections with the CC deciding May 10 as the nomi nation date.

The CC had al so deci ded that May 14 and May 15 woul d respectively be
the divisional -l1evel Youth and Wanita el ecti on dates.

El ection for the top posts woul d be held on June 29 but wi thout
cont est.

On today's briefing, Dr Ling said it was held with the intention to
explain to the MCA | eaders t he peace and stability agenda i ncl uding how it
woul d be i npl enent ed.

In addition, the technical aspects of naintaining the status quo at all
levels in the party was al so di scussed.

Bot h factions would hold their respective briefings on related issues
and it was the onus of the respective | eaders to explain themto their
supporters.

Asked what woul d happen if the nenbers did not followthe list on the
nom nati on day, Dr Ling said: "W encourage di scussion and negoti ati on as
we do not encourage conpetition.”

"I think finally, nobody will insist on contests," said Dr Ling.

However, he refused to reveal the list, saying: "W have identified
thembut | don't think it is wise to announce what we are going to do."
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