19/ 06/ 2002

Dr M Malays nust learn to conpete

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - At a cl osed-door neeting with Umo divisional

| eaders at the party headquarters today, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said the Mal ays nust learn to conpete with others without
t he backi ng of any special privileges.

He said if the Malays wanted to survive in the borderless world,
everyone had to have their individual strength and not depend on the
protection they normally received fromthe Governnent.

A division | eader said Dr Mahathir stressed the need for Ml ays to be
ready and prepared to face the eventuality of losing their protection.

He quoted Dr Mahathir as saying:

"It is all right as long as we have the protection, but preparation for
not having it nmust be made from now "

He said Dr Mahathir wanted the Mal ays to start equi pping thenselves to
conpete with others, as failing to do so nmight render them vul nerable to
oppression and re-col oni sation.

A State | eader said the advice was for the Malays to fend for thensel ves
wi t hout bei ng propped by the Government.

He said Dr Mahathir pointed out if the Malays still wanted to depend on
t he docunented provisions (the Constitution), such papers were useless if
t he Mal ays were weak.

"Dr Mahathir said the Ml ays cannot sinply rely on the provisions with
all the stipulated agreenments and contracts as they will not protect
them"

He said Dr Mahathir further added that the one thing which would protect
the Mal ays was their ability.

A Wanita | eader said from her understandi ng, Dr Mahathir wanted the
Mal ays to take stock of thenselves and realised their independence could
be lost within a short period.

"Dr Mahathir warned that after 40 years of independence, he can foresee
anot her attenpt to re-colonise the country,"” she said.

"He asked the Malays to think back on whether there is a need for them
to retreat and hide behind the privileges, hoping that they will protect
them despite the privileges conming to an end one day," she added.

Anot her Wanita | eader said during the two-hour briefing the party
presi dent al so spoke on his recent trip to Luxenborg and his hope that
Mal aysi a coul d emul ate Luxenbourg's success as a small but rich country.

Usi ng Luxenbourg as an exanple, she said Dr Mahathir pointed out there
was not hing that other races could do that the Ml ays could not.

"He al so expl ained the reasons why Ml aysia continues with its Look East
Policy."

Later, at a Press conference, Dr Mahathir said the briefing was to
explain to the del egates on matters related to the debates which would be
hel d during the assenbly.

"l cautioned themto take into consideration the environment around them
when they debate on certain issues.™

Dr Mahathir said he also explained to the del egates the many chal | enges
they had to face such as globalisation and the borderless world and their
i nplications on Bum putera privil eges.

On whet her he used overly harsh words when di scussing the Ml ay plight
in an exclusive interview with M ngguan Ml aysi a published | ast Sunday, Dr
Mahat hir said those were not harsh words but words of advice.



In the interview with the newspaper, Dr Mahathir was quoted as saying
that his biggest regret in his political career was not being able to nmake
t he Mal ays change.

The Mal ays, he said, still did not want to work hard to inprove
t hensel ves and preferred to continue to depend on the Governnent.

He said the Mal ays wanted to be given subsidies and special privileges
al t hough all kinds of help had been given to them including in education
and busi ness.

On the reaction of the Malays after reading his interview, Dr Mahathir
said he could not predict what people would say and how t hey woul d react.

"Different people react differently. It is up to themto assess whet her
I am doi ng sonet hi ng good or otherw se.”
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