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Syed Hami d- Unt aet
UN ADVI SED TO LOOK | NTO ALLEGED SHORTCOM NGS | N EAST TI MOR OPERATI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 8 (Bernanmm) -- The United Nations should review matters
brought up by Datuk N. Parameswaran, who has tendered his resignation as
Chief-of-Staff of the UN Transitional Adm nistration in East Tinor
(Untaet), towards inproving its operationin the former I ndonesi an region.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said as an enpl oyee of the
UN, the Mal aysi an di pl omat had i nformed his enpl oyer what he thought to be
t he shortcom ngs of a UN operation, based on his personal experience onthe
ground.

"I think it gives the opportunity for the UNto reviewall those
matters that he has brought up, matters that could be useful in terns of
handl i ng situations in East Tinor, so that these types of weaknesses and
problens in terns of personnel managenent, the effectiveness of the UN when
doing its work, can be overcone," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after presenting excellent service awards
to 46 mnistry staff here today.

Syed Ham d was asked to comment on a report carried by an English daily
t oday about Paraneswaran's resignati on over what he all eged as i nterventi on
from"Untaet's higher-ups and the missions's white policy".

Par anmeswar an' s al | egati ons of, anong ot hers, encroachnent of duties and
excl usion fromkey policy decision-making, were contained in his letter to
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Syed Hani d described himas a good ministry official and one who woul d
not make wild accusations.

He sai d Paranmeswaran was, in fact, into the extension period of his
duty in East Tinmor but he had decided to end it earlier. It was reported
that he took on the position in January 2000.

Syed Hami d said the UN should strive to take corrective nmeasures as the
al  egations were not enotional in nature but based on experience.

"It isuptothe UNto take note, they shoul d conduct whatever
investigation to take corrective nmeasures so that this kind of thing would
not be repeated,"” he said.

To a question, the mnister said the issue would not interfere with
Mal aysia's commitnment to UN operations and activities.

On the visit by Japanese Prinme M nister Junichiro Koizum to Ml aysia
on Thursday, Syed Hamid said matters of bilateral, regional and
i nternational concern were expected to be di scussed between t he Japanese
| eader and his counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"W believe that this (the visit) cones at a very appropriate time and
woul d enabl e both | eaders to exchange vi ews towards the betternent and
deepeni ng of rel ati ons between Mal aysi a- Japan and Asean-Japan," he said.

Syed Ham d al so brushed asi de the perception that rel ati ons between
Mal aysi a and t he Philippi nes had been adversely affected by the Nur M suar
epi sode.

On the contrary, he said it denonstrated the two countries enjoyed
close relations and an effective cooperati on.

The fornmer governor of the Autononous Region for MislimM ndanao and
seven of his followers were deported to Manil a yesterday after being
det ai ned by Mal aysi an authorities for illegal entry on Nov 24 as they fled
a short-lived rebellion in southern Philippines.

- - BERNANA

MAM AHH RYN






	UN ADVISED TO LOOK INTO ALLEGED SHORTCOMINGS IN EAST TIMOR OPERATION (Bernama 08/01/2002)

