25 JAN 2002
Abdul | ah- Wat er
S' PORE MUST UNDERSTAND M SI A' S WATER NEEDS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d t oday Si ngapore has to understand Mal aysi a's
domestic water needs if they want the water supply issue to be resol ved.

"They have to understand that Ml aysi a al so needs water on our side.
Water is inportant to Mal aysia and particularly Johor," hetoldreporters
after presenting prizes to winners of the Sako 2 Award for National Novel
her e.

He was asked by reporters on what Singapore could do to resolve the
wat er supply i ssue as soon as possi bl e.

Abdul I ah sai d Mal aysi a coul d not be just | ooking after Singapore's
needs as the domestic requirenents were al so very inportant.

"This is a central issue and it has been subject to nmany di scussions, "
he said.

"1 always believe the water problemw || be resolved," he said.

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia woul d continue to tal k and both sides shoul d
| ook at the matter constructively.

He sai d Mal aysi a had assured Si ngapore of the water supply but "the
i ssue nowis about the details like the price per litre, filtered and
unfiltered water and other details.

"We're not going to all ow Singaporeans to be deprived of water, they'll
becone thirsty and di e because of that. W won't do that," he said.

Asked by a Si ngapore journalist whether Ml aysia was expecting
Si ngapore to pay nore, Abdullah said: "W want to expect nore. They expect
to be |l ess. There nust be sone price sonmewhere where the scale is agreed.”

Asked whet her there was any fornul a agreed upon during t he neeting
bet ween Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Si ngapore Seni or
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew | ast year, Abdullah said he was not aware of it.

On Dr Mahat hir's announcenent in Mel aka today that the governnent woul d

| aunch a rmassive operationto curbthe influx of illegal imrigrants to the
country and those wi thout work permts woul d be deported i n stages, he said
t he nove was necessary as there were too many illegal immgrants in the
country.

He said the authorities have started to plan for the operation to be
carried out by the police.
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