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Mahat hi r- Ext rem sm
STATE OF EXTREM SM | N MALAYSI A GETTI NG WORSE, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, July 27 (Bernanma) -- Race-based extremismis getting
wor se anong t he younger generation in the country, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

He said in politics too, extrem st parties were al so seen to be gai ni ng
ground anong the Mal ays, adding: "There i s support for PAS whi ch does not
want to work with other comunities, but of course they want the votes,
that is adifferent matter. But there is no sign that they would work with
other parties.”

Dr Mahathir, who is al so the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) chairman, said
race-based extrem smin the country was getting nore and nore seri ous
conpared to previously where people of different background could mx with
each ot her.

"There i s no doubt (about) that. My generation, for exanple, we mx
very freely, we live together, play together and work together. But nowthe
younger generation are not close together...Ckay, you can work in separate
school s but at | east play together, have sone i nteraction. Then we can
devel op cl oser interaction (anmong races)," he said.

He told reporters this after opening the 49th MCA annual general
assenbly at Wsma MCA here. The cerenony was al so attended by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and all BN conponent party
| eaders.

He said all the different communities in the country al so had their
respective extreni st groups and these extrem sts did not care about the
sensitivities of other races.

"When they push their extrem st ways, the other races will respond by
becom ng extrene and as a result, racial harnmony in the country woul d be
under m ned, we woul d be confronting each other, there would be a | ot of
tensi on and what happend in 1969 can happen agai n," he said.

He said the governnment was trying to curb this formof extreni smand
one of the ways was to i ntroduce Vi si on School s, where national, Chinese
and Tanmi| schools were housed in the sane conpund but the idea, although
al ready i npl enented i n some pl aces, did not go down well with the Chinese
comuni ty.

"If they do not want (to go to) the sane school, at |east get the
school s closer to each other. Then you can play games together, attend the
assenbl y toget her but you go back to your respective schools, thereis no
change i n the school," he added.

The Umo president said there were sonme peopl e who obj ected to even
bringi ng schools cl ose to each other.

He said Vision Schools or "Sekol ah Wawasan" was a good i dea because the
original idea was that all Ml aysi ans woul d go to the sanme national type
school , but the fact was that they were not going to the national type
school s but the Chinese and Tani| school s respectively.

"They have no chance to get together and this is very bad for the
future. W all were brought up together (Datuk Seri Ling) Liong Sik, Pak
Lah (Abdul | ah), all of us, nmy nei ghbours were Chi nese and Indians. | had no
probl ens.

"Even in university | stayed in the same roomwi th a Chi nese student. |
di d not becone | ess Mal ay or | ess Muslim nor did he becone | ess Chi nese
j ust because we stayed in the sane room" he added.

However, Dr Mahathir said the situation nowwas di fferent where



students of different races were not willing to stay in the same roomand
inactual fact even at lecture halls the Mal ays stick to the Mal ays while
the Chinese were with the Chinese.

"But | ater on when they | eave the university and want to work and find
that their bosses and co-workers are of other races, they can't adapt. W
are not doing this for any one race but for the good of the nation," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

The Prime M nister said the BN conponent parties did not have any
probl ens when it came to racial unity which could be seen during conmponent
parties neetings and such.

"I come to a MCA neeting | get the sane kind of support when | go for
Umo neetings they even shout "Hi dup Mahathir"...inmagine that when | was
appointed (as the PM everybody said "My God what is going to happen" but
now t hey say "My God he is going to step down" so things have changed now, "
he said.
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