09 MAY 2002

SAPP TO SUBM T PROPCSAL ON ROTATI ON SYSTEM TO PM SOON

KOTA KI NABALU, May 9 (Bernama) -- The Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP)
will submt its proposal on a revised systemof rotating the Sabah Chi ef
Mnister's post to the Prime Mnister and Bari san Nasional (BN) chairnman
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, soon.

Its secretary-general Richard Yong said the party would present its
views not only on the rotation systembut also on a new formula for
di scussion anong the State BN component parti es.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir said SAPP coul d submt its proposal on the
systemof rotating the Chief Mnister's post to the BN

Dr Mahat hir had said that Umo being the biggest party was given
preference but SAPP could subnit its proposal if it wanted any other party
to be given the post.

Ri chard said SAPP woul d al so wite officially to the Sabah BN Chai r nan
calling for a state BN neeting to di scuss the matter

On Saturday, SAPP president Datuk Yong Teck Lee had proposed that the
Sabah BN adopt the Sarawak nodel of power-sharing as an alternative to the
rotati on systemin the state.

I n Sarawak, the Chief Mnister's post is held by a Musli mBum putera
while a Christian Buni putera and a Chi nese have been appoi nted Deputy Chi ef
M ni sters.

The rotation systemwas i ntroduced i n Sabah when t he BN t ook over the
state government in March 1994. It was to enabl e | eaders fromthe Miuslim
Bum put eras, Chinese and non-nmnusli mBum puteras to be appoi nted Chi ef
Mnister for a two-year term
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