29 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r- Squatters
STERN ACTI ONS NEEDED TO RESOLVE SQUATTER | SSUES, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- Stern actions are needed in tackling
squatter problenms inthe country, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad tol d the FI ABCI Worl d Congress 2002 here today.

"No one likes to see the poor or seenmi ngly poor ejected fromtheir
hones, no matter how shabby and squalid t hey may be.

"But, failure to clear up city squatter areas can result in serious
heal t h probl ens, disastrous fires, breakdowns of | awand order and often
riots, and mayhem" he sai d.

Openi ng the congress, Dr Mahathir expressed his amazenent over how
squatter settlenents coul d doubl e in size al nost overni ght, thus naki ng
themtotal |l y unmanageabl e to the authorities.

FIABCI is the French acronymfor the International Real Estate
Federation, a United Nations' accredited agency that seeks to i nprove the
gual ity and conpetitiveness of the property industry via the sharing of
know edge, informati on and busi ness opportunities at the | ocal, national
and international |evels.

The prime mnister said that nuch of the squalor of the city slunms were
contributed by rural migration and the i nflux of foreign workers.

The chal | enge for the governments, city planners and devel opers was how
to provide better housing and a good environment for all, especially the
poor, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that under the Ei ghth Ml aysia Plan (2001-2005), sone
615, 000 houses are targeted for construction, of which 312,000 units areto
be built by the public sector and t he bal ance of 303, 000 units by the
private sector.

The governnent, he said, would continue to encourage the buil di ng of
nore medi um cost and | ow cost houses to neet the increasing demand

"Equal attention will be given to quality housing with all the
necessary i nfrastructure facilities for sports, recreational and cul tural
activities,” he said.

The prine mnister said that research and devel opnent activities
rel ated to producti on of cheaper building materials and better construction
t echni ques woul d al so be pronoted by the government with a viewto
i nproving the quality and safety of houses and ensuring their
affordability.

"The propertry sector will also address a nore broad-based agenda such
as fulfilling the needs of the elderly and di sabl ed, energy-efficient
desi gn and garden city concept.

"Enmphasis will be given to mai ntenance of high-rise buildings," he
added.

Del egates from 33 nations representing FI ABCl nenber countries and
non- menber countries are attendi ng the congress.
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