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UNI VERSI TI Tun Abdul Razak (Unitar), Malaysia's pioneer virtual

uni versity, has made another mark in the history of education in the
country.

Established in 1997, Unitar was awarded the MSC-status in Septenber | ast
year; the first virtual university in the country and region to receive
such a recognition

The MSC-status certification was presented by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad | ast week, adding Unitar to the [ist of five other
universities in the country to be awarded the status.

"The MSC status was awar ded based on our three programes, Mster of
I nformati on Technol ogy Managenent, Master of Information and Multinedi a
Technol gy and t he Bachel or of Information Technol ogy," said Prof Dr
Khai ruddi n Hashim Unitar's chief technology officer and dean of the
Faculty of Information Technol ogy.

He added that four core areas were | ooked into when assessnent for the
status was nade; Internet and web publishing, conputer security and
di saster recovery, multinmedi a and e-conmerce

"We also subnmitted a list projects, which conprise certain areas such as
online tutorial system nmultinmedia synchronisation, software engi neering,
neuro fuzzy cost estimations and e-learning,"” said Khairuddin.

Apart fromthe three IT programmes, the faculty al so conducts the
Bachel or of Information System to neet the demand for the IT profession.
St udent s under goi ng t he under graduate programmes are required to work on
attachment in the IT industry and be exposed to the real working
envi ronnent and work situations.

The Master's progranme is delivered in tw nodes - coursework and
research. Students can sel ect the appropriate node that suits them best.

The concept of learning at Unitar is definitely unique. The online
curriculumand | earning, as well as face-to-face tutorial sessions, gives
students a different |earning experience as they get to use the latest in
IT to conmuni cate and st udy.

The university al so teaches its students to be independent, communicate
effectively in English, resourceful and conpetent. The academ c experience
is divided into online courseware course nmanagenent and academni c neetings.

A subsidiary of KUB Mal aysia Bhd, Unitar currently has 11 regi onal study
centres in the country. Basic facilities such as cl assroons, workstations,
adm ni strative offices, network operation centre, IT shop, library,
gymasi um cybercafe and sports field are provided for the conveni ence of
t he students.

For nmore information on Unitar or its progranmes, contact 03-78092020 or
fax 03-78802405, e-mail: inquiry@mnitar.edu.my, or visit the website at
WWW. uni t ar. edu. ny.

Those interested to participate in Citra 2002, can visit the website at:
http://faculty.unitarkl-j1.edu.ny/fit2/citra2002/index. htnl
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