20 DEC 2002
Adifilfitri-Open House
PUBLI C ASKED NOT TO QUESTI ON EXPENDI TURE ON Al DI LFI TRI OPEN HOUSE

BANDAR DARULAMAN, Dec 20 (Bernamm) -- Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Dat uk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir today call ed on t he people
not to question the cost of holding the national-level Aidilfitri open
house here tonorrow.

He said that this was a | ess expensive and nore effective way to
i ntroduce Mal aysia to the worl d.

"The governnment feels that it's not wong to spend on organising the
function because of the benefits to the nation." he told a nedi a conference
at the site for the open house at the Darul aman Gol f Cl ub thene park here.

In this way, Ml aysia coul d showcase to the world the uni que cul tures
of its multiracial people and the harnony in which they Iived, he said.

He said 22 foreign tel evision networks and over 20 foreign nedia
representatives, includingthose fromAsia, West Asia and Europe, as wel |
as 500 tour agency representatives fromall over the world had been invited
to cover the event.

Thai Prime M nister woul d al so be | eadi ng his cabi net nenbers to the
open house where they woul d meet their Mal aysi an counterparts | ed by Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

On Sunday, Dr Mahathir woul d | ead t he Mal aysi an cabi net to Haadyai to
meet the Thai cabinet ninisters led by their prime nmnister.

Abdul Kadir said that the open house concept was not only to pronote
touri smbut forned the basis of the country's formati on programe based on
the cultures of the various races.

The m nistry woul d hol d open house to mark the main festivals of each
conmuni ty t hroughout the year, startingwith Aidilfitri, foll owed by
Christmas i n Mel aka on Dec 28 and Chi nese New Year, Deepaval i, Gawai and
Kaamat an, he said.

He said the Aidilfitri open house in Bandar Darul aman woul d be an
hi storic event because about 250, 000 peopl e, including 20, 000 from
Thai | and, were expected to attend.

He gave an assurance that there woul d be enough food for everyone but
advi sed themnot to be wasteful or to take the food home because the open
house concept was for one to enjoy the food at the venue.

He al so said that the police had taken nmeasures to ensure security and
snmooth traffic flow

Among the artistes performng at the open house from6pmto m dni ght
are Siti Nurhaliza, KRU, Erra Fazira and three Thai artistes, Sob Chai
Kriyon Sen, Narum Chi rangkur and Yupa Jai yen. RTMwi || tel evi se the event
live from9pm

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong and Raj a Pernmai suri Agong and the Sultan and
Sul tanah of Kedah will grace the event.
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