28 NOV 2002
Mahat hi r - Fear
STOP TERRCORI SM OR RI SK LI VI NG | N FEAR, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oni ght
called on Muslins and non-Mislins alike to tackle the terrorismnmenace
together or the world will risk living in a continued environment of fear

The prinme mnister said that such a condition woul d, anong ot hers, nake
peopl e fearful of travelling or doing other things and have an adverse
effect on the econony.

"1 really hope that there are people who will think rationally to find
a solutionto the problem™ he said before breaking fast with Wsnma Putra
staff, here.

Anong t hose present were his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohared
Ali, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and nenbers of the
foreign di plomatic corps

Dr Mahathir said the solution lay in stopping the oppression of Muslins
not only in Pal estine but alsoin countries like Iraq, Iran, Libya, Sudan
Kashmi r and Chechnya

The prime minister said that if the oppression was not stopped there
was a possibility that there would be no end to acts of terror

Among the 1.3 billion Miuslins on the gl obe, maybe a t housand of them
were feeling angry and frustrated and woul d act on their own, he said,
citing the exanpl e of the bl oody feud between Pal estini ans and | sraelis.

The creation of Israel fromPal estinian | and, he said, had di spossessed
t he Pal esti ni ans who were then forced to live in canps for the past 50
years.

“"I's it any wonder that they feel bitter and angry?" he said, adding
that the world nust understand that Miuslins too shoul d be accorded their
just rights.

Taki ng a swi pe at certain purveyors of denocracy, the prime mnister
said there was no use for themto speak about things |ike human rights and
freedomof speech if the so-called denocratic countries would not stop
conmmi tting undenocratic acts.

For exampl e, the atomi c bonbs were dropped on civilian popul ation by a
denocratic country, he said

"We al so should not forget that denocratic countries are also the sane
countries which oppress many i n the devel opi ng worl d. Denocratically
el ect ed governnents col oni sed ot her | ands and ot her peopl e, and deni ed t hem
denocratic rights.

"So, being denocratic guarantees us nothing," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the feelings of fear and anger were felt by both
Musl i mand non-Mislimcountries.

"The Muslimcountries because they are oppressed and their detractors
because for the first tinme they have been attacked on their own | and. They
are very angry, Mislins are very angry, and angry peopl e cannot think
rationally," he added.
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