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St oppi ng the m nd-snatchers

THE view is better at the top of the hill. For a generation, addressing
the i ssue of Mal aysian education seens to have bl undered about in a fog of
conflicting perceptions and inperatives. The afflictions of education have
been touted as deterioration - of standards, proficiencies, and lately of
inter-racial relations. Politics junps into the fray in a huge way, wth
every party held ransom to greater or |esser degree, to the nost

parochial of its constituents.

This has cone to be seen as a sign of the centre not hol ding; or
alternatively, of the disparate constituents of Ml aysia devel opi ng
generational monmentuns of their own. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad observed | ast week that this allows Ml aysia the benefit of not
needing to pursue "assinlation" as a neans to national identity - another
hearty credit to unity in diversity. But what of racial polarisation in
our school s?

In the exclusive interview published in this newspaper yesterday, Dr
Mahat hir's peculiar clarity of vision (with or without his spectacles)
once again illum nated the issue. Ml aysian education has suffered not
fromdecay and decline, but infiltration. Rather, it was the usurpation of
t he schools by the parvenu ideol ogues and theocraci es of the past
generation that fragnented the national education system In the process,
non- Musl i ms have shied away fromincreasingly "Islamsed" nationa
schools, while Miuslinms were lured, coerced or frankly shanmed into out-
right "religious" schools, |eaving the national education policy stranded
hi gh and dry on the horns of not only Ml ay but Chinese, Indian and
religious dil emas.

As a result: no nore nulti-racial schools producing a-racial pupils; no
nore |ifelong cross-cultural friendships rooted in childhood; no nulti-
hued pl aygrounds - indeed, no nore play. Children are bundl ed up and away,
cloistered in their nother tongues or sequestered in old-tine religion
and taught fromthe outset to neasure thensel ves by what others are not.

Hence the present inperative to west education back fromthe
chauvi ni sts and fanatics, who by their very nature have nuch nore use for
i gnorance than enlightenment. O the handful of policies Dr Mahathir nost
dearly wi shes to see pursued after his retirement in |less than a year
returni ng Mal aysi an education to Ml aysia nust be Job One.
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