04 JUN 2002
Trees- I ndustry
TREE PLANTI NG CAMPAI GN MOVES ON TO | NDUSTRI AL SECTOR

KUALA LUMPUR, June 4 (Bernama) -- Efforts to nmake Mal aysi a a garden
nation will be taken up by the industrial sector once the "Industrial
Vision: Creating The Park Environent" project is inplemented this year.

The project will be organised jointly by the National Landscape
Depart ment and Tree Panting G oup-Mal aysi an Nature Soci ety (TPG MN\S),
Deputy Housi ng and Local Governnment M nister Datuk Peter Chin said.

Speaking to reporters after opening the Tree Forum 2002 here, he said
the project would run over three years till 2005 during which sonme one
mlliontrees would be planted in factory and undustrial areas.

"We hope the project will create a nore congeni al atnosphere for the
workers in the factory or industrial area and al so hel p enhance their
productivity," he said.

TPG MNS Manager John Loh said the project was ai ned at increasing
awar eness anong the i ndustrial fol ks on the inportance of trees in their
l'ives.

It is hoped that sone 1,000 trees would be planted daily in all parts
of the country, he said.

Speaki ng at the function, Peter Chin said up to the end of | ast year a
total of 3.45 nmillion trees had been planted in the country followi ng the
tree planting canpaign | aunched by the Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, in 1997.

The canpaign target was three nillion trees in 2000 and 20 nillion by
2020.

He expressed the hope that the trees would be planted in an orderly way
that could inprove the quality of the | andscape and enhance sceni c beauty.

St udi es showed that a one hectare site planted with various speci es of
trees coul d absorb 900kg of carbon di oxi de and rel ease 600kg of oxygen
daily while 500,000 trees were capabl e of absorbing 6,500 tonnes of dust a
year.
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