25 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - Maul ud
STRI VE TO RESTORE | SLAM C EXCELLENCE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 25 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has
urged Muslinms in Mal aysia to make efforts to restore I slamc excell ence and
devel op thensel ves to be on par with or better than other conmunities.

The Prinme M nister said they should al so adhere to the true teachings
of Islamto uplift the status of Muslinms and the religion

The religion of Islampropagated by Prophet Muhanmad in the past had
produced a strong and excel l ent Musli mconmmunity who had built Islanms
greatest enpire stretching fromChinain the East to Spainin the Wst, he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said Muslins succeeded i n doing this because they hel d fast
to the true teachings of the religion, possessed great fighting spirit,
were determned in the pursuit of know edge and worked hard to devel op
t hensel ves, the community, religion and country.

"Unfortunately, this excellence coul d not be sustained. The enphasis on
religious matters and rejection of other fields not related to religion had
caused Muslins to be | eft behind in various aspects,"” he saidin his
message i n the Maul i dur Rasul souvenir progranme.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins should not waste tine debating the question of
who anong themwere nore |slamc.

He said they should also refrain fromlabelling fell ow Muslins as
infidels as this would only divide and weaken the Muslimconmmunity in the
country.

"I'f we choose to continue to live in factions, then we will be like the
Arabs before the arrival of Islam" he said.

Thi s year's Maul i dur Rasul cel ebration, themed "Together W Cherish the
Beauty of Islant, was | aunched by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail at StadiumPutra in Bukit Jalil here
t oday.

Meanwhile, Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdu
Ham d Zai nal Abidin, in his speech, sai d Prophet Muhammad had i nterpreted
Islamas a sinple religion, preaching | ove anong its followers, tol erance
and the inportance of know edge.

"Knowl edge shoul d al so be acconpani ed by strong norals, a healthy
culture, noble traits and courtesy which can enhance the i rage of |Islam
Many peopl e are know edgeabl e but commt many noral mi stakes," he said.

At the cerenpny, eight people received this year's Maulidur Rasul Award
for their contributions to society and the excel |l ence of their work.

They are Kol Dr Jaseenuddeen Abu Bakar, Acting S n Mej Mohaned Abdul
Manap, Dr Fatanah Mbhamed, Chang Hon Fong, Mohamad Shafii Jemiran, H M
Adnan Ml Daud, H Mustaffa | brahimand M Saraswat hy.

They each received RM2, 000, a plaque, a certificate, religious books
and ot her prizes.

Seven of the teans which took part in a procession at the venue were
adj udged the winners in various categori es.

The wi nners include the Primary I ndustries Mnistry for government
department category, Bank Rakyat (private sector), Kuala Lunpur Cty Hal
(statutory body) and Putrajaya Section 16 Surau (non-governnenta
or gani sation).

The others are the Dusun Youth Skills Training Institute (institution
of hi gher | earning), Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Bandar Tun Razak (school)
and Mal aysia Airlines (special).
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