29/ 06/ 2002
Successi on proposal for Ling (HL)

Chow Kum Hor

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - MCA deputy president Datuk Lim Ah Lek suggested today
that party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik take a cue from Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and formul ate a phase-out retirenent and
successi on plan

Limsaid he hinself was prepared to vacate his party post.

"Dr Mahathir has set a fine exanple for other Barisan Nasional conmponent
parties,” he told reporters after opening the 39th MCA Youth annual
general assenbly.

Limsaid a succession plan would all ow younger people a chance to serve
the party.

The former Human Resources M nister said MCA shoul d have thought about
t he succession plan |long ago to ensure snooth transition of power to the
party's second echel on

"I have served under him (Dr Mahathir) for 10 years. He has been
groom ng people to take over. He grooned (Datuk Seri) Anwar |brahi m but
| ater found that he was not suitable. That's why he (Dr Mhathir) del ayed
his departure,” he added.

He said the second echelon | eaders in MCA were already in place and
ready to take over.

Asked to identify them Limsaid all central conmttee nenbers were
el igible.

On when MCA's succession plan should be fornul ated and announced, Lim
said it was all up to Dr Ling.

"If I were the president, | would tell you. In fact, if I were the
president, | would have left. W nust allow younger people to take over. A
| eader nust be bold enough to nmake the right decision," he added.

Asked if he was ready to vacate his party post, Limsaid: "I would if it
was for the good of the party. W nust allow younger people to take over.
Why not ?"

Limsaid party | eaders nust be nagnani mous as the party did not bel ong
to any individual, but to one nmllion nmenbers.

Asked how top party |eaders should be selected, Limsaid they should be
voted by the general assenbly and not the central conmttee.

Under the party's constitution, any vacancy in the central commttee,

i ncluding the president and deputy"s posts, can be filled through a vote
by the 40-nenber committee.

On Tuesday, the Umo supreme council met and supported Dr Mahathir's
decision to step down and the confirmation that his deputy, Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi w || succeed himin October 2003.

The special neeting chaired by Abdullah endorsed the tine-frane to
enable a smooth transition of power to take place.

The suprene council met followi ng Dr Mahathir's shocki ng announcenent
| ast Saturday at the closing of the 56th Umo general assenbly that he
woul d resign fromall government and party posts.

Fol | owi ng persuasi on and appeals fromthe suprenme council, Dr Mbhathir
retracted his decision an hour later. The retraction was announced by
Abdul | ah

As for MCA, since |late 2000, Dr Ling and Limwere said to have held a
series of discussions on the party's succession but tal ks broke down in
February 2001 foll ow ng di sagreenent between the two.
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