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Year ender - Educat i on
TEACH NG OF MATHS, SCI ENCE I N ENGLI SH A HOT | SSUE TH S YEAR

By Noor Hayati Muda

KUALA LUMPUR: It woul d not be an understatenent to say that the hottest
i ssue in the education scene this year is the decision of the government to
make it conpul sory for mathenati cs and sci ence to be taught in the English
| anguage in all schools.

The debate is still sinmmering since the nove was first proposed by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad | ast June and despite the
deci sion of the cabinet and the ruling Barisan Nasional coalition on
October 22 to go ahead with the inpl ementati on next year

Worried over the deterioration in the conmand of the English | anguage
by students in the country, Dr Mahathir cane out with the suggestion to
reverse the situation.

He had repeatedly cajoled the youth to master the | anguage that is
vital for international trade and comerce, sci ence and technol ogy.

Al t hough he is confident of Bahasa Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir stressed that
t he peopl e woul d not be able to catch up with the fast-devel opi ng world of
science and technology if they do not gain a mastery of the English
| anguage.

MERI TS | N CONSENSUS

The i ssue was al so a direct challenge to the multi-racial coalition
when t he deci si on was seen as a nove to erode the | earni ng of the nother
tongue i n the school s by sone sectors of society, in particular, the
Chi nese | anguage.

However, the policy of conprom se within the BN prevail ed and t he
Chi nese comunity who are mainly represented by five BN conponent parties
-- MCA, Gerakan, Parti Maju Sabah (SAPP), Parti Rakyat Bersatu Sarawak
(SUPP) and Parti Liberal Denokratik (LDP) -- accepted the governnent
deci si on.

Their stand was announced by all the five Chinese-based party at the
nmeeting of the BN Suprene Council that was chaired by Dr Mahathir on
Cct ober 22.

As a conpromise, all the parties except LDP wanted the policy to be
i npl emented in Chinese primary school but with a different approach

Dr Mahathir said the four parties had asked for one week to di scuss and
come out with the best solution while the LDP left it to the cabinet to
deci de on the issue.

After their discussion, the four Chinese parties applied to the cabinet
and obtained its agreenent to change the school tinme-tables, that is, to
reduce the nunber of certain classes to allowfor the teachi ng of mat hs and
science in English.

OBJECTI ONS FROM TWD ASSOCI ATI ON

The i ssue which should have been laid to rest after that conpronise
re-surfaced early Novenber when two Chi nese associ ations objected to the
policy.

Dong Zong or the Federation of Mal aysi an Chi nese School Boards) and
Dong Ji ao Zong (the Federation of Ml aysi an Chi nese School Teachers
Associ ations) took the stand that the policy was nmeant to do away with the
use of Mandarin in Chinese schools.

They clained that the policy is a prelude to the governnent's main aim
of using English as the nedi umof instruction in Ml aysian school s.



Faced wi th the opposition, Education M nister Tan Sri Musa Mohamad tol d
themfirmy that the government woul d not bow down to their objections.

The two associ ati ons were al so heavily rapped by various quarters for
not respecting the decision of the mpjority of the Chinese community.

MATRI CULATI ON PROGRAMVES

O her issues that also took centre-stage was the government decision to
open the door of matricul ati on programes to non-Bum putra students to
create heal thy conpetition

The policy dom nated the nmedi a and ot her di scussi on tabl es of society
early this year where a section of the Bum putra conmunity in general and
the Mal ay society in particular voiced out their concern that the nove was
not in the interest of the Ml ays.

In the drawn-out debate and furor, Education M nister Misa who is al so
a nenber of the Umo Suprene Council, nearly becane a victi mwhen t he Sena
Umo division wanted to table a vote of no-confidence against himin the
Umo general assenbly in June.

However, as a result of a conpronise and the solid support of other
Umo | eaders, the head of the Senai Umo divisionretracted the notion

PRI VATE UN VERSI TY ADM SSI ONS

What al so stirred up the educati on scene was the m sunder st andi ng
bet ween Umo Yout h chi ef Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussei n and MCA presi dent
Dat uk Seri Ling Liong Sik regardi ng the i ntake of Bumi putera students into
private institutions of higher |earning.

The Umo Youth wanted t he i ntake of Bumiputra students to be fixed at a
10- percent quota since they accounted for | ess than five percent of the
total enrolment of these private universities.

Dr Li ng however said the request was unnecessary since the Bum putra
students were not interested in pursuing their further studies in these
uni versities.

The controversy was resol ved after they sat down to di scuss the issue.

There is some truth in Dr Ling' s assertion because the new st udent
i ntake of Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman reveal ed that only one Bum putra
student had registered to study at the new y-established university.

On the whol e, the year was not much different fromthe previ ous ones in
t hat educati onal issues had al ways recei ved serious attention by the peopl e
who pl ace a high value on their children's education

What it also nmeans is that the governnment and t he peopl e shoul d work
toget her to provi de t he best education for the younger generations who wl|l
inherit the nation. -- Bernana
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