05 MAY 2002

SUHAKAM NEED NOT BOTHER ABOUT NGOS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , May 5 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad told the
Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on ( Suhakan) today not to be bothered with
the action of the 32 non-governmental organistions (NG3s) that have refused
to cooperate with it for 100 days.

"Who cares about the NGGs," the prine mnister told reporters at the
airport here after a visit to the island.

He was asked to comment on the decision of the NGOs, including Aliran
and the Nati onal Hurman Ri ghts Associ ati on (Hakam, not to have any di al ogue
with Suhakamor to send reports to it for 100 days to showtheir regret
over the role played by the comm ssion i n chanpi oni ng hunan ri ghts.

Hakam presi dent Randas Ti kandas was reported as sayi ng yest erday t hat
inthe two years of Suhakam s exi stence, the question arose as to whet her
it had succeeded in fully chanpi oning human rights in the country.

Randas had said that the appointnent of Tan Sri Abu Talib G hman as the
new Suhakamchai rman and t he droppi ng of Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abidin, Prof
Mehrun Siraj and Dat uk Dr Sal | eh Mohaned Nor as commi ssi oners had af f ect ed
the credibility of the comm ssion.
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