10 MAR 2002
Kel ant an- di nner
SULTAN AND DR MAHATHI R TO ATTEND PEOPLE' S DI NNER

KOTA BAHARU, March 10 (Bernana) -- The Sultan of Kel antan and Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad are expected to join some 30, 000
guests to a people's dinner within the conpound of |stana Negeri, Kubang
Kerian here on April 12.

Organi sing comr ttee chai rman Dat uk Paduka I brahimAli said the Raja
Per enpuan of Kelantan and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali were al so
expected to attend the unprecedented event organised in conjunction with
the Sultan's 52nd bi rt hday.

Sorme 25, 000 seats woul d be provided for nenbers of the public while
anot her 5,000 for VIPs including Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahnmad Badawi, ministers, deputy mnisters, parlianentary secretaries and
nmenteris besar, he told reporters here today.

He said the event was ained at fostering unity anong the peopl e of
Kel antan and strengthening the i nstitution of rulers as the protector of
t he peopl e.

In conjunction with the event, a procession of the | egendary Petal awati
birdinthe story of Princess Saadong, nmeasuring 7.3mby 6. 1m woul d be
hel d froml stana Mahkota, Kubang Kerian to |Istana Negeri, he said.

During the two-kilometre procession, the Sultan and Raj a Perenpuan of
Kel antan, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah, and Regent of Kel antan woul d ride
incarriages specially brought for the occasi on fromLanpang, Chiang Mai in
northern Thail and.

He said the procession woul d al so di splay 24 types of Kel antanese arts
and cul tures, sonme of which were on the verge of extinction.

The peopl e's di nner woul d start at 8pmand t here woul d be perfornmances
by popul ar artistes including Siti Nurhaliza, he said.

| brahi msai d several giant TV screens would al so be set up outside the
pal ace' s conpound.

"The function will be recorded in the Mal aysi a Book of Record as the
bi ggest people's dinner as well as the replica of the Petalawati bird," he
sai d.

He estimated 100, 000 peopl e woul d wi tness the historic event for the
peopl e of Kel ant an.
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