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Mahat hi r - Enbassy
PM OPENS NEW M SI AN EMBASSY BUI LDI NG | N BERLI N

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

BERLIN, March 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad on Tuesday opened t he Mal aysi an enbassy building inthis historic
German capital city.

Speaki ng at the enbassy located i n Klingel hoferstr 6, he described it
as Mal aysi a's nodest contributionto the architecture of the newBerlin.

"It has been hardly two years that the capital noved fromBonn to
Berlin but already Berlin appears very confortable inits role as the
capital ," said Dr Mahathir who is on a three-day official visit to Germany.

Dr Mahathir said that in the space of | ess than two years, Berlin had
al so won the acceptance not nerely of the Gernan people but of the whole
worl d as the capital of Gernany.

The 3,750 sq netre five-level building was conpleted in 2000 and
features, anong others, two parallel wi ngs, an underground car park, eight
apartnent units and uses Mal aysian tinber in its finishing.

Dr Mahathir said that when Germany nade the decision to switchits
capital fromBonn to Berlin, Malaysia noved with alacrity its enbassy to
this city.

The Prime M nister said that there was al so a need in Mal aysia for the
transfer of sone enbassies to the new federal adm nistrative capital of
Putraj aya.

"As they say, one good turn deserves another," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that it was a great pleasure for himto be in Berlin,
acity he last visited in 1988 when the "Berlin Wall" had not yet been
di smant | ed.

The wal I, he said, stood as an om nous reni nder that not nerely was
Berlin divided but Germany t oo was di vi ded physi cal ly and i deol ogi cal | y.

But followi ng the tumultuous events that unfolded with the coll apse of
t he Soviet bloc, Berlin was once again free and Germany reunited.

"Now, revisiting Berlin alnpost 12 years after the dismantling of the
wall, it is such a pleasure for nme to see a new, vibrant Berlin which has
once agai n beconme the capital of a united Germany," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that he noted the obvi ous signs of renewal and hope
everywhere in Berlin fromthe construction of nodern new bui |l dings |ike
those in the Potsdaner Platz to the restoration of splendid old buildings
al ong the Unter Den Linden and el sewhere in the city.

The Prinme Mnister arrived in Berlin fromMinich Tuesday afternoon and
on the final day of his visit to Germany Wednesday, he will hold talks with
German Chancel | or Gerhard Schroder and neet President of the German
Bundest ag (the | ower house of Parlianent) Wl fgang Thierse.

Dr Mahathir is al so schedul ed to hol d di scussions with German opi ni on
| eaders at the Foundation for Science and Politics, a Gernan think-tank,
and later on tour the Adlershof City of Science, Technol ogy and Medi a.

- - BERNANA

MAM AHH RM



	PM OPENS NEW M'SIAN EMBASSY BUILDING IN BERLIN (Bernama 20/03/2002)

