25 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r- Reacti on (Umo)
STATE UWNO LI Al SON BODI ES SUPPORT MI' DECI SI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernama) -- All the State Ummo Liai son Bodi es
t oday expressed their appreciation to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad for
his decision to retire fromall posts after the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) neeting next year.

They al so gave their full support to Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badaw
to carry out the functions of acting party president at certain tines
during the transition period.

Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul Sanmad,
representing all the chairnmen of the state Umo |iai son bodies, said "there
will certainly be no doubt" during the transition of power.

He said all chairmen of the state Umo |iai son bodi es woul d i medi ately
carry out their tasks in briefing and giving clarificationto party nenbers
at all levels to ensure there was no confusion over the matter.

Speaki ng at a nedi a conference together with the chairmen of the state
Umo | i ai son bodi es, Mohaned | sa sai d t he deci si on was reached at a speci al
meeting of the chairnmen of state Umo |iai son bodi es hel d before the Umo
Suprenme Council neeting today.

Those present were Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim
Dat uk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zai n (Kedah), Datuk Seri Mhd Taj ol Rosl
Ghazal i (Perak), Datuk Seri Dr Mohamad Khir Toyo (Sel angor), Datuk Abdul
Ghani O hman (Johor), Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob (Pahang) and Dat uk Seri Mhd
Al'i Rustam ( Mel aka) .

Meanwhi | e, Puteri Umo protemhead Azal i na Csnman Sai d sai d t he novenent
accept ed t he deci sion taken and woul d cooperate to ensure that the change
in the national |eadership went snoothly.

"As party nenbers we take instruction very well and what have been
decided is for the good of the party," she said.

Howewer, she said the main focus of the party now was the coning
by-el ection i n Kedah, saying there was not nuch tine.

The by-el ections for the Anak Bukit State Assenbly seat and the Pendang
parlianentary seat are being held follow ng the death of the representative
for both seats, Datuk Fadzil Noor, who was al so PAS president, on Sunday.

Gua Musang Umo divi si on head Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah felt sad over Dr
Mahat hir's decision to step down but personally respected the deci sion
after the Prine M nister had contributed nuch and served the country for so
| ong.

He said the comunity would certainly feel the | oss as Dr Mahat hir had
| ed the country for 21 years, but they must accept the reality of his
resi gnati on.

"The fact is that one day people will have to stop working, we | ove
him (we) want himto continue to work but he has nade a decision, it is a
sacrifice.

"I'f he still remains, then there is the question of credibility because
he had announced t hat he i ntended to step down," he said, denying the
guestion that Dr Mahathir wanted to appoint himto hold a certain post.

He said Dr Mahathir was alsowilling to entertain the request of the
del egates at the recent Umo CGeneral Assenbly to continue to assume his
post whi ch was consi dered as a sacrifice for the people.

Meanwhi | e, Umo i nfornation chief Tan Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayob said
Dr Mahathir's decisionto retire was because he was certai n that Abdul | ah
who had been his deputy for four years, was "al ready wel |l prepared" to take



over the country's | eadership.

In addition, as grandfather to 15 grandchil dren, Dr Mahathir al so
needed tine to bewith his fam |y, besides carrying out religi ous deeds and
write books, he said.

Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Azmi Khalid said Abdullah's
appoi nt nent as successor to Dr Mahat hir was agreed upon unani nously by all
nmenbers of the Supreme Council (M).

He said every MI menber was given the chance to state their stand on
t he power transition and unani nously supported it and stated their
confidence i n Abdul | ah' s | eader shi p.

Asked whet her Umo nenbers woul d accept the decision, Azm said: "In
Umo, when the | eadership had accepted a decision, party nenbers at the
grassroots woul d be able to accept it too."

Kel ant an Umo Li ai son head Dat uk Must apa Mohaned said he felt relieved
because the transition of power in the country went smoothly and in an
orderly manner and this would greatly help the efforts of Kelantan Umo in
wresting the state government fromPAS in the next general election.

"What is inportant is that there is continuity in the policies of the
party whi ch had been nutual | y agreed upon," he sai d.

Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohamed Ali Rustamsaid Dr Mahat hir
hi nsel f had nanmed Abdul | ah as his successor to | ead Umo and t he gover nnent
and everyone shoul d respect that deci sion.

He was convi nced that Umo nenbers and the rakyat generally woul d
continue to give their support to Abdullah to take over fromDr Mahathir.

MI' menber Dat uk Dr Janmal uddin Jarjis said the transition proved that Dr
Mahat hi r pl aced t he wel | bei ng of the party and country above personal
i nterest.

He said this also proved that there was political maturity in Ml aysia
with the power transition taking place peacefully conmpared wi th chaos t hat
occurred in sone other countries.

MI' menber Dat uk Dr Yusof Noor said every party nenber shoul d accept and
respect Dr Mahathir's intention to retire fromparty and governnment posts.

Sel angor Umo Li ai son Chi ef Datuk Seri Dr Mohamad Khir Toyo said
Abdul | ah' s appoi ntment as the next Prinme M nister gave a cl ear picture on
the transition of power in the country's | eadership.

"It is hoped that this will not |ead to economic crisis and instability
inthe country in future but gives strength to the governnment to continue
to devel op the country,” he added.
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