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S' PORE MAI NTAI NS WATER PRI CE REVI EWBE PART OF PACKAGE

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPCRE, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- Singapore naintains that it is prepared
to discuss a water price revision as part of the bilateral package of
outstandi ng i ssues wi th Mal aysi a.

"Si ngapore's position that Ml aysia did not have a | egal basis for
review ng the price of water under the 1961 and 1962 Agreenents after a
15/ 16-year del ay, has not changed,” said Ong Keng Yong, Press Secretary to
Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong in a statenent here today.

He said this in response to a statenent by Ml aysi an Foreign M nister
Dat uk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar yesterday that the Singapore prenier had
accepted that Malaysia had the right to reviewthe price of water under the
two agreenents.

Ong said that this | egal point was not di scussed by both Goh and
Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad during their
nmeeting in Putrajaya.

"However, Prine M nister Goh had told Prime M nister Mahathir that
Si ngapore was prepared to di scuss such a price revision as part of the
bi | at eral package," he expl ai ned.

On Syed Hanmi d's statenment that the water i ssue was now decoupl ed from
t he package, Ong said that it was not.

Goh, he added, had told Dr Mahathir that all the issues, including
Mal aysi a's proposed revisioninthe price of water Singapore currently
bought fromJohor, nust be resolved as part of the package.

Meanwhi | e, on Goh's neeting with Dr Mahathir, Ong said in a separate
statenment that both countries agreed that the package of issues shoul d be
resol ved as soon as possible so that they could deal with and work toget her
on the | arger chall enges.

He said that Goh told Dr Mahathir that Singapore was prepared to
discuss a revisionin the price of water Singapore currently bought from
Johor, within the context of the package.

Both the Prine Mnisters agreed that the officials who were neeting
next week should try to resolve the i ssue of pricing of water (current and
future), said Ong, noting Goh had said at that neeting, that both sides
shoul d exchange the basis for their respective offers on the price of
wat er .

During the 30-m nute neeting, Goh, who shared his concerns on terrorism
in the region with his Ml aysian counterpart, had noted that fromthe
Jemaah | sl am yah arrests, Singapore had discovered that theterrorists'
agenda was pan- Sout heast Asian, and many of the terrorist groups in the
region had links with Al -Qaeda.

"Si ngapore was concerned that Southeast Asia would becone a theatre of
operations for terrorist groups, and that econom c devel opnent in the
regi on woul d then take a backseat," said Ong on the neeting.

According to Ong, Dr Mahathir, who shared with Goh his own perspectives
onterrorism saidthat where terrorismin Ml aysi a was concerned, Ml aysia
was on top of the situation.

However, Dr Mahathir told Goh that both countries could share
intelligence and cooperate to deal with the issue.
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