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Croatia-Visit
CROATI AN PRESI DENT' S VI SI T TO BOOST BI LATERAL TI ES

By: R Ravi chandran

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 15 (Bernama) -- Croatian-Ml aysian ties are expected
to scal e new heights following the visit of President Stjepan Mesic
begi nni ng Sunday.

Croati an anbassador to Mal aysia Danmir Perincic saidthat during the
five-day state visit, Zagreb and Kual a Lumpur woul d si gn an agreenent on
t he avoi dance of doubl e taxation to facilitate further economc
cooperati on.

Perincic said that Croatia was keen to restart cooperation in the
airline and energy sectors which were stall ed several years ago fol | owi ng
the crippling Asi an econonmic crisis and the situationin Croatia which was
just recovering fromthe Bal kan War at that tine.

"I hope and amsure that the visit will boost our (existing)
cooperationin all sectors,"” hetold Bernama in aninterviewat his office
here today.

Perincic al so said that Zagreb was keen to expl ore cooperation in new
areas such the furniture industry with offers of new technol ogy and
products and cooperation with Petronas in the oil sector.

According to Perincic, Croatia wants Mal aysia Airlines (MAS) to resune
flights to Zagreb to hel p boost busi ness and touri smbetween the two
countries.

He said that discussions would al so be held on the possibility of
est abl i shi ng cooperation between the ports of the two countries to serve as
gateway for each other's products and naritine transportation to the
respective region -- Southeast Asia and Central Europe and the
Medi t err anean.

Perincic said that the government was conmitted to create a
conpr ehensi ve and favourabl e framework to attract foreign direct investnent
(FDI) and as such, Croatia wel comes Mal aysia's private sector investnent
and joint ventures in tourism tel ecommuni cati ons and t he energy sector.

Descri bi ng Zagreb-Kual a Lunpur ties as "very friendly", the anbassador
said that the two countries nust take advantage of their strategic
| ocati ons and al so advancenent in the science and technol ogical field for
mut ual benefit in the future.

Wth a largely Roman Cat holic popul ation of some 4.5 million peopl e,
Croatia, which decl ared i ndependence fromthe former Yugoslaviain 1991, is
pushing for strong political and economic reforns after decades of
centralised econony and i s expected to join the European Union (EU) in a
few years' tine.

Perincic said that President Mesic's 20-nenber del egati on woul d i ncl ude
Touri smM nsiter Pave Zupan Ruskovi c, Deputy Foreign Mnister Dr Vesna
Cvj et kovi c Kurel ec and t he Di rector of International Rel ati ons Departnent,
Croati an Chanber of Econony Dunja Konjevod.

On Monday, Mesic is schedul ed to be accorded a state wel cone fol | owed
by a courtesy call by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad
Badawi and attend the state banquet hosted by the Yang di- Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Putra Jamalullail at |stana Negara.

Mesic is al so schedul ed to tour the Proton manufacturing plant in Shah
Al am and the Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation in Cyberjaya and the
Petronas Twin Towers here.

Hi s programme includes visit to Sabah where Chief M nister Datuk Chong
Kah Kiat will nmake a courtesy call on him The president will also visit



the Sepil ok Orang Utan Sanctuary.

Mesic, who is on a regional tour of Thail and, | ndonesia and Mal aysi a,
| eaves for Brunei Darussal amon Thursday.

Mesi c, 68, once an outstandi ng student | eader, took to politics and was
elected Croatia's president in February 2000.

Hs visit will be the first by a Croati an head of state to Ml aysi a.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad nade official visits to
the republic in Decenber 1994 and April 1996 and a reci procal visit was
made by then Croatian Prine Mnister Zl atko Matesa in March 1997.
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