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SM s NEED TO DI VERSI FY, SAYS ABDUL TAI B

KUCHI NG, July 2 (Bernanmm) -- Sarawak's small- and medi umscal e
industries (SMs) need to diversify their businesses and tap i nto potenti al
areas which promise better returns, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahmud sai d today.

"The SM s al so need to devel op their human resources to maintain a
conmpetitive edge over foreign conpani es,” he said when opening a state
sem nar on "lnvestnent in the manufacturing sector”, here.

He encouraged | ocal investors to exploit the opportunities in
resource-based activities |like the agro-based i ndustry, especially the
manuf act uri ng of food products and bi ot echnol ogy.

Abdul Taib said that Sarawak, with its rich natural resources, provided
consi derabl e potential for the devel opnent of resource-based industries.

"But conpani es venturing into the food i ndustry need t o enphasi se t he
hi ghest | evel of hygi ene in food processing, conplying with the stringent
ruling inposed by inporting countries," he said.

Abdul Taib said those interested io invest in deep-sea fishing, which
had not been wi dely exploited, were assured of big returns.

He al so said that the peopl e of Sarawak were happy with the snooth
transition of power by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi next year.

He paid tribute to Dr Mahathir for steering the country to what it is
today, pronoting investnent in areas where others fear to venture into and
excelling in the proces.

"The Bari san Nasi onal (BN) government under the | eadership of the prine
m ni ster and his deputy has continued to spur political stability," he
sai d.
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