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MAHATHI R- DI ALOGUE
TAP FULL POTENTI AL FROM SMART PARNERSHI P DI ALOGUES, SAYS MAHATH R

PUTRAJAYA, July 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
said that the private sector nust fully tap opportunities arising from
contacts made during i nternational smart partnership di al ogues such as the
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue (LID).

Such di al ogues enabl e busi nessnmen to nake contacts with the current
| eaders of devel oping countries as well as their future | eaders, he said at
a pre-di al ogue di scussion on d obal 2002-LID here

"You may have noticed t hat when they (Il eaders) knowyou, it is nmuch
easier for you to gain access to these countries. In a way the dial ouges
serve to open the door," he said.

Saying that the private sector's interest in the dial ogues m ght have
waned of | ate, he expressed the hope they would realise the benefits
arising fromthe upcom ng LID, schedul ed for Aug 1-4, which al so
i ncorporates the South African International D al goue (SAID) and t he East
African International D al ogue (EAID).

The di al ogues, which started with the 1995 LI D, was notivated by the
desire to have governnments and private sectors fromdevel opi ng countri es
sit together to exchange vi ews and i deas on how best to develop their
countries, he said.

Dr Mahat hir noted that some busi nessnmen now felt that they were not
getting much progress fromthe di al ogues, especially inrelationtotheir
experiences in African countries as aresult of problens ininplenmenting
t he approaches and i deas suggest ed duri ng t he di al ogues.

Such probl ens, he said, were caused by the fact that these countries
often did not have the stability in governnent and consi stency in
| eadership i ke those found in Ml aysi a.

Wth their | eaders bei ng changed over a short period of tine, nost of
t he i deas and pl ans brought up during the di al ogues were unabl e to be
carried out, Dr Mahathir said.

Al t hough t hese mi ght frustrate businessnen, he said they shoul d | ook at
t he bigger picture and continue to showinterest in the dial ogues which
woul d afford themw th useful contacts and greater access to busi ness
opportunities.

"W have to be patient, we have to learn to hel p devel op their
countries, to ensure that they have the necessary laws in place so that
i nvestors can becone attracted to their countries,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir said he hinself had continued to i npress upon African
countries on the need to be consistent intheir policies and putting in
pl ace the right | egal franework.

LI D, which pronoted snmart partnershi ps and wi n-wi n situations, should
be practised by the Mal aysi an private sector when t hey conducted their
i nvestnents i n ot her devel opi ng countries, he said.

"What ever we do, we nmust never forget that we are guests in the host
countries. It is for the guest to share with the host whatever he gets from
his invol vement in the host's econony," he stressed.

The prine minister pointed out that the warmreception that Ml aysi an
busi nessnen often recei ved whenever they went to many foreign countries,

i ncluding those in Africa and West Asia, was because t he governnent had
actively pronoted goodwi Il in other countries.

Dr Mahathir al so said he had | ed many trade and i nvest ment ni ssions
whi ch had "opened doors" for many Mal aysi an busi nessnen.



Many corporations fromMal aysi a had benefited fromthis strategy as it
had hel ped themin their investnment overseas, he said. "Petronas, for

exanpl e, has done extrenely well," said Dr Mahathir.
"W want to be very friendly with these people so as to get their
goodwi I I . we hope to gain sonething and we al so hope i n the process that

they will gain sonmething,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir later received nock cheques fromseveral corporate sponsors
of d obal 2002-LID.

The pre-dial ogue di scussi on today was al so attended by Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Forrei gn M ni ster Datuk Seri
Syed Ham d Al bar and Health M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

Earlier, corporate captains attending the function were briefed by the
convener of d obal 2002 joint dial ogue and advi sor to the board of the
Mal aysi an | ndustry- Gover nnent G oup Hi gh Technol ogy (M GHT), Tan Sri Dr
Omar Abdul Rahman.
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