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Teaching with technol ogy's hel p

Chandr a Devi

ENGLI SH, considered the lingua franca of the world, has been a hot topic
inthis country of late. It took centrestage when Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad commented on the decline of the usage of the

| anguage and the proficiency of its users. Some have proposed that the
rei ntroducti on of the English-medi um schools into the education system
wi Il help address the problem

Recently, Dr Mahathir al so suggested the use of information and
conmuni cati ons technol ogy (I CT) to enhance the teaching of the |anguage
and aid in better conprehension of the |anguage anpbng students.

Teachers shoul d take the cue fromhere. If the conventional nethods of
teachi ng have not been fruitful, why not try sonmething that has proven to
i nprove | earning. The use of multinedia technol ogy, CD ROVs, word
processors, presentation applications and the Internet can create creative
presentations of |essons, add excitenent to and enhance students
| earning, and retain better students' attention

One teacher who uses technology to deliver her |essons had this to say:
"The use of technol ogy has exposed ny students to heads-on, hands-on and
hearts-on | earning. There's nore understandi ng of subject matters now and
| ess nenorising. Thoughtful |earning or heads-on | earning takes place as
they access information fromthe Internet and educati onal CD- ROV and
eval uate and rearrange the information as required. Hands-on | earning
devel ops as they are required to create | esson plans and convert
information to projects. Hearts-on |learning, on the other hand, is brought
about by student-centred |earning."

She says the heads-on, hands-on and hearts-on | earning brought about by
t he use of technol ogy has made her students nore conmitted and confi dent.
This notivates themto seek nore know edge and | earn, she adds.

That whol esone | earni ng experience is what all our teachers in schools
should strive for. And, if technol ogy enables it, why not adopt it?
However, we have to acknow edge that nost of our teachers are cluel ess
about how to put technology to use effectively in the classroom

This, perhaps, stens fromthe technol ogy training approach for teachers.
The system today pushes for teachers to be conputer literate, not so nuch
about applying that know edge to deliver |essons.

The Education Mnistry's teacher training division should stress on this
nmore. Its current efforts should be spruced up to instil this know how to
all pre-service and in-service teachers. Besides training, continuous
support for teachers in this area is al so necessary. Perhaps, the teacher
training division or the technol ogy education division can ermul ate the
British Educational Communications and Technol ogy Agency (BECTA), which is
the British governnent's | ead agency on the use of information and
conmmuni cati ons technol ogy (ICT) in education. The agency provides a
conpr ehensi ve service for teachers to adopt ICT in education. Its Wb site
http://ww. becta. org.uk/ is a rich source of information for teachers
from case studies and exanples of good practice, to practical guidance on
using ICT in the curriculumand for adm nistration

Wth such a helpline for our teachers, the issue of slow uptake of ICT
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