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MAHATHI R- TELEKOM TRI
TELEKOM KEEN ON TAKI NG OVER TRI, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- Tel ekom Mal aysia Bhd is interested in
t aki ng over Technol ogy Resources I ndustries Bhd (TRI), given the recent
nove by Tel ekomto buy TRI's shares, said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad.

"Tel ekomobviously is interested. That is why they have bought (the
shares)," he said.

Tel ekom Mal aysia currently holds direct and i ndirect stakes in TRl
totalling 15.6 percent following its purchase of a 13.14 percent stake at
RMR. 75 per share or RM717 million fromPengurusan Danaharta Nasi onal Bhd's
foreclosure on Tan Sri Tajudin Rami's | oan coll ateral.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a does not need too nmany tel econmuni cation
conpani es especially with the advent of the third generation (3G which
woul d i nvol ve huge invest nent.

He i ndi cated that the country nmay need around three tel cos to operate.

"We need three conpanies in Malaysia. Not too big in nunber especially
with 3Gcoming on," he told reporters after officiating an I CT sem nar
organi sed by Umo Yout h here today.

The current telcos in the country are Tel ekom Mal aysi a, Maxis
Communi cati ons Bhd, TRI, Di G.ComBhd and Ti ne dot Com Bhd.

Dr Mahat hir sai d many countries that had gone into 3Ghad fallen flat
on their faces.

"They have suffered," he said.

He al so poi nted out that NTT Doconmp, which late | ast year | aunched the
world's first comrercial 3G service in Japan, was now facing a | ot of
probl ens pertaining to the 3G

The prinme mnister also said that he believed Tel ekomMal aysia wll
give a "fair deal"” to the public should it take over TRI.

It was reported today that Tel ekom Mal aysi a was | ooki ng at ways to
nerge its nobil e phone services under Tel ekomCel lular Sdn Bhd with TRI's
whol | y- owned subsi diary, Celcom (M Sdn Bhd.

One way this coul d happen is by Tel ekom Ml aysia raising its current
15. 6 percent stake in TRl to a controlling interest.

Tel ekom Cel | ul ar operates the TM Touch servi ce whil e Cel comoper at es
the Cel com GSM and ART900 services. -- BERNAMVA
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