21 NOv 2002
Mahat hi r - War ni ng
TELL US WHAT YOU KNOW SAYS MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 21 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oni ght
criticised a United States warning that Mal aysia could be hit by Bali-style
attacks, saying this is howthe US is "paying" Ml aysia back despite the
cooper ati on ext ended by Kual a Lunpur to Washi ngton i n the fi ght agai nst
terrorism

Wi | e expressing his di sappoi ntnent over the matter, the prime mnister
urged US aut horities to provi de the Ml aysi an governnment with any
i nformation pertaining to possible terrorist threats tothis country.

"They should tell us who, where, when so that we can take action to
prevent it (any terrorist act) fromhappening," he told reporters after
breaki ng fast with Finance Mnistry staff here.

Wien asked whet her American authorities were in conmunication with the
government over the matter, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Fi nance M ni ster,
said: "No, not as far as | know. "

The US yesterday warned that attacks similar to the deadly Cct 12 Bali
bonbi ng coul d take pl ace i n ot her Sout heast Asian nations, including
Mal aysi a.

The US State Department also reiterated its concern about the
possi bility of attacks by the Philippine-based Abu Sayyaf militant Mislim
group in Sabah and urged US citizens visiting the islands or coastal
regi ons of eastern Sabah to exercise "extrene caution."

The prinme mnister al so wanted to know whet her the US was prepared to
take a bet on warni ngs of possible terrorist acts on Ml aysian soil.

"I'f it does not happen, what are they going to do?

"They are danmagi ng our econony by maki ng basel ess cl ai ns, " he sai d.

Asked whet her the warning was an i ntention to sabotage the Ml aysi an
econony, Dr Mahathir said: "That | don't know, but the fact is it is
happeni ng. "

Mal aysi a has been supporting the gl obal war against terrorism
i ncluding by agreeing to the setting up in Kuala Lunpur of a US-proposed
counter-terrorismcentre for Southeast Asia.

Kual a Lunpur also recently all owed Federal Bureau of |nvestigation
(FBI) officials to question Internal Security Act (I SA) detai nee Yazid
Suf aat over the Mal aysian's alleged Iinks with terror suspect Zacari as
Moussaoui .

Dr Mahat hir described the US as "the nost dangerous place where the
action of an individual could create problens i n Vashi ngton”, in apparent
reference to the recent sniper attacks near the American capital.

"They (the Amrericans thenselves) are not free fromterrorism you see.
They shoul dn't be passing this kind of judgnent on ot her people," he added.
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