28 JUN 2002
Ah Lek- Resign
AH LEK W LLI NG TO STEP DOMN

KUALA LUMPUR, June 28 (Bernamm) -- MCA deputy president Datuk Li mAh
Lek, taking the cue fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhaned,
said today he was willing to resign fromall party posts provided the MCA
| eadershi p drew up a conprehensi ve | eadershi p succession pl an.

"1 would give way, give up ny positions in MCAif there was a proper
succession plan by the | eadership. This is for the best interest of the
party as only then young | eaders woul d gain the experience to be good
| eaders in the future,” he said.

He said while Dr Mahat hir had proposed an accept abl e succession plan in
Umo and t he governnent, MCA needs to cone out with a plan to ensure a
snoot h | eadership transition in future.

"MCA has a good breed of second echel on | eaders to take over fromthe
existing |l eaders. If | were the MCA president, | woul d have gone much
earlier to all owyoung | eaders to take over as it is for the good of the
party," he told reporters after opening the 39th MCA Youth Assenbly at
W sma MCA here.

Limsaid he was willing to vacate his party position but the decision
by ot her senior | eaders shoul d al so be nmagnani nous as t he MCA bel ongs to
over one nillion nmenbers and not to one or two party | eaders.

Asked who woul d be the right candi date or candi dates to take over the
present | eadership, Limsaid all Central Conmittee (CC) nmenbers were
eligibleto fill inthe positions if they were vacated.

"All CC menbers are eligible to take our the positions as they are
el ected by the del egates. W as | eaders nust be bol d enough to | eave
positions for the good of the party and the comunity," he said.

Li msai d he had served the party and the people for over 25 years and
t he period was | ong enough for any | eader to stay i n power.

Asked i f MCA, the second bi ggest conmponent in the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN), would conme up with a succession plan, he said it was not a
matter of comng up with a plan but it was about training young politicians
to face the political challenges of the future.

"W need to groomyoung | eaders to prevent a vacuumwhen the old
| eaders bow out. The right people must be picked," he said.

Li mal so said BN conponent party | eaders should follow the footsteps of
Dr Mahathir as the Prime M nister had stated his intentionto quit fromall
government and party posts when he was at the pinnacle of his political
car eer.

Li ke the PM who is at his peak, had decided to go and pass the baton
to DPM (Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ). This is a
fine exanple for all BN conponent parties to emul ate.

"This is healthy as it would not result in jockeying for positions
| ater. We should give a thought to this exanple for the interests of the
party. W should do it," he said.

Wt hout nami ng any MCA | eader in particular, Limsaid the party had
| eader s who wer e capabl e of taking over the | eadership shoul d "sonet hi ng
happen to us."

Asked if the party would cone out with a succession plan, he said:
"It"'s uptothe president. If I"'mthe president, then | woul d but
unfortunately |'mnot (the president)."
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