29 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - Advi ce
DR M ADVI SES LOCAL GOVERNMENTS ON HOW TO PREVENT SQUATTER COLONI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- Local governnents shoul d not | eave
any | and unoccupi ed to prevent themfrombeing turned into squatter areas,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said today.

"Qur advice to the | ocal governnents is that they should not | eave any
| and unoccupi ed,” he tol d a medi a conference after opening the FI ABCl Wrld
Congress 2002, here.

Dr Mahathir said that enpty |and should be planted with trees or plants
so that "people will not occupy thent.

He said that tackling the squatter problemwas quite conplicated as
there were times that the governnment had to take actions which night be
consi dered harsh such as denolishingillegal houses.

"If we don't that, there will be nore squatter areas and this wll
create heal th probl ens besides posing a fire hazard," he said.

Hence, the prime mnister hoped that the public woul d understand why
t he governnent had to take harsh neasures in dealing with squatters.

As to the nove by sone parties to politicise the governnent's stern
action agai nst squatters, Dr Mahathir said: "Sonme peopl e nake politi cal
i ssues out of everything"

He said that what the government was trying to do was for the benefit
of everyone including the squatters thensel ves.

The governnent, he said, had built houses for themin many areas but
still there were those who would rather live in squatter houses.

"They would rather live in such houses because they pay no rent and
they al so rent out the houses," he said.

Asked when he thinks the squatter problemw || be resolved for good, Dr
Mahat hir said: "W denolish one (area), they open up another".

As to whether the squatter problemis caused by insufficient
enforcenment, Dr Mahathir said that enforcement itself could lead to
probl enms as peopl e woul d get angry.

On whet her he was happy with the role of the private sector in
assi sting the governnment in the construction of | ow cost houses, he said
that the private sector could always do better.

On another note, he said that there were existing regul ati ons that
requi re devel opers to submit early applications for stratatitles.

"W al ready have regul ations, only that they are not observed. \What we
need i s enforcenent," he sai d when asked to comment on strata titles which
remain a big problemto buyers of units in high-rise buildings.
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