31/ 03/ 2002

DPM No need for NUTP officials to see ne as matter is cl osed

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi said there is no need for the National Union of the Teaching
Profession officials to meet himover the school racial segregation
controversy as the matter was consi dered cl osed.

He said the NUTP and its secretary-general, Datuk N. Siva Subramani am
had al ready apol ogi sed for the distress caused by their allegation of
raci al segregation in schools.

"They have apol ogi sed, that is good. It is not difficult to say I'm
sorry. So it is better if we stop pursuing the matter

"On ny neeting with Siva Subramaniam | don't know whet her we shoul d
pursue the matter or not since Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad hinsel f had considered the natter closed.

"There is no need to pursue the matter. Anyway, an investigation has
been conducted into the allegation. So, what else is there ...," Abdullah
sai d when asked whether he would still neet the NUTP

Si va Subramani am had earlier said that he would try to nmeet Abdullah
who is also the Hone M nister, on Monday to discuss the matter and ot her
education-rel ated i ssues including that of the delay in the construction
of teachers' quarters and conputer |abs nationw de and the conflicting
statenents on teachers' annual |eave.

Abdul | ah said the Independent Conmittee on Segregation in School s had
concl uded that there was no deliberate attenpt or hidden agenda to stream
pupils according to race in national schools.

The seven-nmenber conmittee headed by Emeritus Prof Datuk Dr K J. Ratnam
had di sm ssed as "basel ess" the allegation by the NUTP that there was
del i berate stream ng of pupils according to race in about 10 per cent of
the 9,052 school s nati onw de.
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