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Syed Hani d- Si ngapor e
SI NGAPORE ADM TS | T' S MALAYSI A' S PRERCGATI VE TO REVI EWWATER RATES

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 8 (Bernama) -- Singapore admits that it is the
prerogative of Malaysia to reviewthe water rates for water sold to the
i sland republic, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

He said it al so agreed that the water issue should be resolved first
and separate fromother issues.

"I'n principle, Singapore agrees that it is Malaysia's prerogative to
review the water rates. Wiat will be di scussed woul d be the pricing
acceptable to both sides,” hetold reporters at the Parliament | obby here
t oday.

He was comrenting on the neeting between Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and hi s Singapore counterpart, Goh Chok Tong at Putrajaya
t oday.

The di scussion to fix the water rates i s scheduled to be held here in
the mddle of this nonth.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore had signed two water agreements, one in 1961 and
the other in 1962. Both agreenents will be reviewed.

Mal aysi a sells raw water to Singapore at three sen per 1,000 gall ons
and buys back treated water fromthe island republic at 50 sen per 1,000
gal | ons.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the paynent of three sen per 1,000 gall ons
was contained in an agreenent drawn by the the British in 1927 when
Si ngapore was a British colony and Johor, a British protectorate.

Syed Ham d said the priority nowwould be to set the newrates while
the quantity to be supplied to the island republic would be deternmn ned
later.

He said Singapore was only for a supply of 250,000 gal | ons of water
daily fromMal aysia, following its successful production of NEWAter which
is treated used water.

Mal aysia had prior to this agreed to supply 350,000 gal | ons per day
even t hough Si ngapore had asked for 750, 000 gal | ons.

"The question of how nuch we will supply (to Singapore) is not an issue
but the price of water that is viewed as appropri ate and reasonabl e, " he
sai d.

He said Malaysia would present its price and it would be up to
Si ngapore whet her to accept it or not.

Syed Ham d said that during the neeting, both | eaders al so t ouched on
the i ssue of terrorismand mlitant groups in both countries and in the
regi on.

He sai d Goh who expl ai ned neasures taken by Si ngapore al so sought Dr
Mahat hir's vi ews on how best both countries could tackle the problem

Dr Mahathir told Goh of Mal aysia's support on the fight agai nst
terrori smwhi ch coul d have adverse effect on investors' confidence and
econony in the region.
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