24 APR 2002

CH NA" S HU TO DI SCUSS PALESTI NI AN-1 SRAELI CONFLI CT W TH BUSH

KUALA LUWPUR, April 24 (Bernama) -- Visiting Chinese
Vi ce-President Hu Jintao, who is bound for United States after
visiting Singapore on Friday, will be discussing the
Pal estinian-1sraeli escalating conflict with President George W
Bush and state China's position on the matter, said
Chi nese Foreign M nistry's spokeswoman Zhang Q yue.

The questions on the M ddl e East and Pal estinian were
di scussed as in Hu's neeting with Prine Mnister Dr Mahathir
Mohamad as the latter had just returned froma long visit to
Morocco, Libya and Bahrain," she said when briefing the nedia at
Seri Kenbangan here on the tal ks between Hu and Dr Mahathir.

Zhang said Dr Mahathir had stated Kuala Lumpur's position on
t he Pal estinian issue as the country was agai nst the massi ve
violation of the human rights especially with regard to the
Pal esti ni ans.

As for China's stance on the issue, she said Hu had expl ai ned
that China had called for the withdrawal of Israeli troops from
the occupied territories in accordance with the United Nations
Security Council resolution wi thout any del ay.

"W call on the Israeli governnent to put an end to the
conflict. We feel that (President Yasser) Arafat's deprivation of
freedomshoul d be put to an end as well," she said.
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