29 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r-Justi ce
THERE' S NO MORE JUSTICE I N THI S WORLD, SAYS MAHATHI R

SUBANG, Sept 29 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
t hat what i s happening to Pal estini an Presi dent Yasser Arafat shows that
there is no nore justice inthis world as a person who is not |iked wll
not receive a fair treatnent.

"In the case of Arafat, it appears that he is not |iked by certain
peopl e and as a result, he will not receive fair treatment because thereis
no nore justice in this world, he told a nedia conference upon his return
here after attending the fourth Asia-Europe Meeting (Asem in Denmark and
maki ng a private visit to Europe.

Inthis regard, the prinme minister described all the talk about
justice, fair play, human rights and denocracy that is going around as
"sheer nonsense and nere hypocrisy."

Dr Mahathir was respondi ng to questions on Arafat's recent to himfor
hel p whil e under Israeli mlitary siege in his headquarters in Ramall ah and
the subsequent letters he (Dr Mahathir) wote to key world | eaders urging
themto intervene

The prine nminister said he had the opportunity to discuss the matter at
| ength with French President Jacques Chirac i n Dennmark

"I get the inpression that there is no justice in the world. If we are
not |iked, anything can to done (to us) irrespective of whether or not it's
fair," he said.

When it was pointed out that he had painted a world that was not a nice
place to live in, Dr Mahathir said: "At the nonent, the world is not a nice
place at all. Al this tal k about denocracy i s sheer propaganda. There is
no denocracy in this world, not even in denocratic countries.

"When one tal ks about denocracy, Ml aysia is nore denocratic than nost
ot her denocratic nations in the world."

He was al so asked about the decision by Canada to i npose visa on
Mal aysi ans visiting that country.

Describing it as "very unfortunate”, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi a t hought
that the Canadi ans were friendly and that they "know about us".

"But, apparently, we don't know the Canadi ans very well," he said.
On clai s by that Canadi an authorities that Ml aysi an passports were
vul nerabl e to abuse, he said: "Well, if that has been so, it has been so

for along tinme and they have not discrim nated agai nst us. Wiy now?"

Respondi ng to remarks that certain nmeasures taken by the United States
and Canada seemed to indicate that Kuala Lumpur's efforts to fight
terrorismwere not appreciated, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia "doesn't do
things for other people to appreci ate but we do things because they are
right."

He al so comment ed on the outcone of a foreign survey stating that
Mal aysi a had fallen out of the |ist of top 25 destinations in country
ranking for foreign direct investnment (FDI) fromits previous 22nd
posi tion.

He said that said generally speaking, there was not much noney goi ng
around and that that was why he had stressed in the 2003 Budget the need to
generate the econony fromdonestic sources.
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