05/ 12/ 2002

Dr M Qur nedical personnel on par with rest of the world

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today the
successful separation of conjoined twins Azama and Azam Kamarul Zaman was
a clear indication of the nmedical expertise available in the country.

The Prime Mnister said he was proud of the surgeons and doctors who
have proven beyond doubt that they were on par with the best in the world,
if not better.

"Qthers may have reservations but | have never had any qual ns. | have
trusted nyself to our surgeons as they are as qualified as anybody el se.
In certain instances, maybe they are better than other people.

"In this case, they are dealing with very snmall babies, and the
operations are very conplex, very delicate.

"The fact that they have succeeded is sonething that we can be very
proud of ," Dr Mahathir said after visiting Azama and Azam at the Kual a
Lunpur Hospital

The seven-nonth-old girls, who had shared intestines, bladder and |iver,
were separated in a 19-hour operation at the hospital on Nov 23.

The operation was carried out by a 46-nmenber nedical team |ead by
paedi atri c surgeon Dr Zakaria Zahari

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali
and Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng, said the girls were recuperating
wel | after the operation.

"The smaller of the two (Azam) seens a little weak and nay take a
| onger time to recover but their progress is good.

"The ot her baby (Azama) is doing very well,"” he said, adding that so far
17 such operations have been carried out in the country.

Dr Mahathir said he was confident that there were sufficient |oca
medi cal skills and expertise to carry out mmjor operations and specialised
treat ments.

"But if people still choose to go abroad, we cannot do anything," he
sai d, adding that no doctor in the world could guarantee a 100 per cent
success rate.

On another matter, Dr Mahathir said it was not the Governnent's
intention to stop people fromdonating to needy patients but such
contributions should be co-ordinated to prevent abuse.

"W nust have a single fund for this, whereby all donations and
contributions are accounted for and distributed accordingly, as per the
nobl e intention of the contributors.

"Sonetines, we really do not know if the noney is used for the intended
pur pose or otherw se,"” he said when asked about conplaints relating to
ti ght ened procedures on fund-raising through the nedia.

Citing the controversy over public donations anmounting to nore than
RMB0O0, 000 for ex-TV3 newscaster Ras Adi ba Radzi, Dr Mahathir said he, too
had contri buted due to nedia publicity.

"The Press also collected, and because of Press publicity, | also went
to visit the patient and contributed a fewringgit ...an affordabl e anmount
for me," he said.

Dr Mahathir also refuted clainms that the terminally ill were not being

acconmodat ed at governnent hospitals, explaining that there were not
enough beds for all of themas nost were | ong-term patients.

"This is because of children who don't care for their elders, even sone
wel | -to-do ones just dunp their parents at the hospital



"If this trend continues, then our hospitals would be turned into old
fol ks' hones," he said.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah al so visited children at the Paediatric
Cancer ward, handing out duit raya.
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