20 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
THE MALAYS FAR FROM BEI NG SAFE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbhamad sai d today that the power of the Malays in the political
arena will not guarantee the safety of the Malays if they are still weak,
poor and backward.

He said that they should not think that their political power was
per manent and guarantee the safety of the Mal ays forever.

Stressing that there was not hi ng permanent in human society, he said
that certainly there was nothing permanent in human politics.

"Do not assune that after Umo, PAS will formthe Government. |n
politics, the unexpected can happen."”

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said this in his policy speech at
t he openi ng of the Umo General Assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre
(PWIC) here.

The annual general assenbly, broadcast |ive nationw de over radi o and
television, is attended by 2,033 del egates and representati ves of Umo
Clubs and political parties fromabroad.

Dr Mahat hir however said that the Mal ays coul d secure thensel ves, nake
progress and regain their honour fully if they were aware of the dangers
that they now face and nake preparati ons to overcone them

He said that the Mal ays, who are all Muslins and are the majority in
Mal aysi a, were still weak, the poorest people and were backward.

"I'f we take out the Chinese and all that they have built and own, there
will be no small or big towns in Malaysia, there will be no business and
i ndustry, there will be no funds for the subsidies, support and facilities
for the Ml ays.

"The Malays will return to the time when they were col oni sed before;
poor, uneducated and | ooked down by everyone, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that there were races whi ch never progress and races
whi ch progressed and t hen were destroyed and di sappeared fromthe surface
of the earth.

He said that the Mal ays do not have ambitions to becone a great race, a
worl d power, but they do want to be always free, independent and not | ooked
down upon, and col oni sed agai n.

Dr Mahathir said that even for this, they have to be alert and work
hard so that not only will their political power be resuscitated and nade
permanent but the ability or everyone of themin all fields, in their
mast ery of know edge and skills in business and i ndustry were enhanced so
that they coul d face and overcone all conpetition and chal | enges
unassi st ed.

The prinme nminister said that the Mal ays do not | ack anything as they
have the brains, the energy and skills, the capacity, the manual ability
and strength just |ike everyone el se.

He said that if they had not succeeded after being given the
opportunities many tines, after they had been hel ped with all Kkinds of
facilities and even noney, the reason was that they were not hard-working.

The Mal ays, he said, were lazy and like to find the easy way and t he
gui ck way, no matter what the end results.

He said that they cannot be patient, cannot wait a while and want to be
rich that very nonent and because of this, when |licences were given, they
sell the licences, when approved pernmits (APs) for inports were given, they
sell the permits, when they were given contracts, they sell the contracts



for cash.

No work was done ot her than to be close to people with influence and
authority in order to get sonethi ng because t hey were Mal ays, Buni put er as,
he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Finance Mnister, said that the Mal ays and t he
ot her Bum puteras could succeed if they put inalittle nore effort and
must be honest with thensel ves.

He said that they shoul d manage their busi nesses properly and avoid
doi ng what was i nproper, using | oans for business for business only.

"Use with good care, manage properly because the noney that i s borrowed
nmust be repaid. Before making a profit, do not spend in anticipation of a

profit," he said.
The prinme mnister said that the Mal ays should | earn fromthe Chinese
busi nessnen who could still make profit even though the cost for themwas

hi gher after buying over |icences or contracts fromthe Mal ays.

He was amazed over how t he Mal ays and Bum put eras cannot nmake profit
even with | ower cost.

He said that what was required of the Mal ays and ot her Bumiputeras to
succeed i n business was diligence, self-discipline and patience and | earn
the skills in business through trai ni ng and experi ence.

Dr Mahathir al so said that even if the Mal ays have to indulge in
politics and have political parties, they should not divide thenselves so
much that even in facing the eneny or nmutual probl ens they coul d not act
together with the sane aim

"What is wong in having the sane stand when brothers of the faith are
killed en nmasse by the Israelis?

"Shoul d we, eveninthis matter, give priority to party politics nore
than to religion? I's there no nore brotherhood i n | sl ambetween us?," he
sai d.

He said that Muslins shoul d not be apostati sed so carel essly so nuch so
that they cannot be brothers or at | east cooperate when facing the sane

eneny.
"Let the common eneny be defeated first, then returnto the enmty
bet ween us," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who has been at the hel mof the government for 21 years,
said that he had dreant that he coul d change the perceptions he had, the
perception of the Mal ays and the perception of the other races towards the
Mal ays.

He said that he had tried as hard as he could and there were ti nes when
he was el ated with what he thought was his success but nostly, he felt
di sappoi nt ed.

"l beg your pardon because | have failed. | pray that fromanong the
Mal ays there will energe a | eader capabl e of changi ng certain characters of
t he Mal ays and the Bum puteras so that they will have the culture nore
conpati bl e with success," he said.

The prinme mnister also said that Umo was certainly the party which
was capabl e of changing the culture of the Mal ays as the party had
succeeded in uniting the Mal ays and renoved their feeling of inferiority
until they becane brave enough to rise and face the col onialists, to demand
for their rights

"But unfortunately, this small success has spoil ed or underm ned the
t hi nki ng of the Malays until they believe they are already safe and can do
anyt hing," he said.

He said that today, their national spirit had weakened and their
ability to face chall enges had been reduced.

If they were to be col oni sed today, he said, there was no guarantee
that they woul d have the capacity to oppose the colonialists.



Dr Mahathir said that because of the split in their unity, their
political clout had di mnished but they were not yet aware of this.

"Today, when their rights and status are chal |l enged openly, they are
not capabl e of defending thensel ves," he said.

The Mal ays, he said, seek refuge through political power but because of
the break intheir ranks, their political power had been eroded and t hey
were not as strong as before and one day this power woul d di sappear
al t oget her.

"This is fineif the Malay individual has becone strong, possessing
certainskills, skillsinthe field of know edge and econony, the ability
to conpete w thout any speci al rights which they nowconsider as theirs,"”
he said.

But, he said, they had not becone strong individually and were actual ly
not prepared to face any conpetition at all and were so afraid of the other
communi ties.

Dr Mahathir said that w thout the experience of conpeting with others,
if the protection was suddenly wi thdrawn, they woul d not be able to
survive.
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