09/ 06/ 2002

The storm has abat ed

ABDULLAH AHMAD: Thank you for receiving us. W are very grateful

for this honour. None of us has been to Pakistan before except for nmne.
Even so, this is ny first visit in 40 years. | interviewed Prine Mnister
At al Behari Vajpayee in New Del hi |ast year, and since have been trying to
get an appointnent to see you. Qur first question: Wat is the status of
Paki st an- Mal aysi a bilateral relations.

A | would say it is extrenely warm as far as the peopl e of Pakistan
are concerned. My people |ove Ml aysians, they respect them- that | am
very sure of. But we haven't expanded that in our Islamc relations.

t hi nk much nore needs to be done.
Q What are your coments on Mal aysia as a noderate and successful Mislim
nation?

A: | think Ml aysia should be taken as an exanpl e of m xed
traditionalismand nodernism | personally would like to say that this is
the exanmple for other Islamc countries to foll ow
Q Has the threat of nuclear war between Pakistan and | ndia di m ni shed?
Does Pakistan believe it is catastrophic to both sides, or is it because
of Anerican interests in the region and international pressures?

A: The threat of war in the last four or five days has di m ni shed. But
the situation has not changed, | suppose, because in the conparative
counter view we consider an opposite force, we see their intentions and
their capabilities. Now, intentions may not be achieved if the
capabilities are not there. This is very serious. Because intentions can
change overnight. The intention may be different tonorrow

But if the capabilities are not there, capabilities cannot be devel oped
overnight. So the situation nowis (that) the capability is there. Maybe
the intention has receded but the capability exists. And that is very
dangerous. W are also on the border. Any side can do anything but let ne
assure you that Pakistan will not initiate the war.

Now why it is dimnishing? | think it is dimnishing nore because of
neutral deterrence. It is the deterrence that Pakistan has in the arny,
navy and air force.

This is the cause of chances of war recedi ng. Because both sides nust
realise that war is extrenely costly. The Indians nmust know and | presune
they know. The mlitary comuanders nust know the ground realities.

Q The Indian Defence M nister George Fernandes said he thought you have
been very positive. He said one has to trust Gen Misharraf (referring to
no nucl ear war) and give Musharraf a chance.

A 1'mglad that he changed his views. | think in the past he has been
extremely vocal and extrenely offensive. But now he's saying what |'ve
been saying. Sinply tal king about nuclear war is extrenely dangerous. |'m

very glad that he changed his views.

Q Wiy do you think India appears tough? Is it because of interna
politics - after all foreign policy is dictated by donestic issues.
Doesn't this in a way al so govern your action or inaction?

A: One is maybe they want to regain their lost popularity and the other
is they want to create the effects of war on us. To prevent us from our
stand on Kashmir and to suppress the Kashmri people's struggle.

They said they want to have an election in Septenber in Kashmr. The
Kashm ri people don't want the el ection because Kashmr is not a part of
India. It is aterritory created by a UN Security Council resolution in



1948. So they probably think that we are prevented from giving any nora

or diplomatic kind of support to the Kashmiri people. They nay be able to

suppress the Kashnmiri people and then force themto come out for election

this Septenber.

Q Assunming there is a resolution to the present crisis, howwll the

i ssue of Kashmir be resolved? Is there no permanent solution to the issue?

A | think there is a solution if there's a will on both sides. First of
all there should be sincerity, there ought to be a realisation of Kashmr
in the central core issue, the core dispute between India and Pakistan
whi ch has bedevilled rel ati ons between the two countries. W have fought
wars, we are killing each other every day on the Line of Control (LOC)
though it is nmost ridiculous for themto say, "no, there are other
i ssues”. What other issues are they talking about. This is the dispute.

We are killing each other every day. And we've fought in wars other than
m nor battles el sewhere also a nunber of tines. Now we nust first of al
be sincere, if we want to inprove relations. W have to address the
Kashm r dispute. And the way forward is first of all, start the process of
di al ogue, secondly accept the reality and centrality of Kashmr, thirdly
elimnate through an elimnation process whatever is unacceptable to them
and unacceptable to us.

Elimnate that and the fourth step - go for a solution to whatever
remains. Though | think it is a way forward, sincerity is required.

Q Cenerally, there is only so much a | eader or a nation can do. And sone
peopl e think you have done what you can. However, the world seens to

beli eve India and that you have not done enough to halt cross-border

i ncursions. What do you have to say and what are you going to do to
correct this inpression?

A: W've done so rmuch. W have given them so many reasons to de-escal ate
and start dial ogues. But unfortunately the will |acking from Vaj payee or
the conflict within ourselves, within the Governnent and anbng our
hardliners, is a problem

We cracked down on religious extrem sts for our own good, there were a
nunber of parties banned, a nunber of groups banned, the senior officers
of the two organi sations they were blam ng for the parliament attack -
these are nore than enough reasons to de-escal ate and start talking. They
didn't do anything. And then came the 12th May attack, again they bl aned
Paki st an

Hysteria goes right upwards. Every time it is ny Governnent that is
sponsoring every thing. So this kind of attitude is very odd. | think we
have given all the reasons. Now |'m saying, the latest view, there's
not hi ng going on, | talked to themat the Line of Control. And nmy word has
to be taken on this.

Now, when that is the case, let us see what is their response. And nmay |
add, the response is they have not de-escalated. | keep telling themdon't
go up to the Line of Control ... our army, air force and navy are around
the border. You don't do us a favour, we may be doing you a favour by de-
escal ating. This is a favour we are doing for ourselves.

If you de-escal ate, you are doing a favour to your own arny which is
fed-up being at the border

The response that |I'mexpecting is de-escalation followed by initiation
of a di al ogue on Kashmr.

Q Your support for the US war against terrorismhas won you kudos from
Washi ngton. How do you reconcile this with your support for Kashmri
mlitants?

A: As far as we are concerned, we are very clear: we are against
terrorismin all fornms and manifestation - by individuals, groups or
state.



Unfortunately in this world, when an individual kills another
i ndi vidual, we conveniently call hima terrorist, but when the killing is
by a state, we do not say anything. W see thousands being killed in
Kashm r. What is happening here is state terrorism W are very clear that
in Kashmr we see freedomfighters, not terrorism Terrorismnmust be
clearly defined. | would ask the UNto define terrorism

But what the world is tal king about, cross-border terrorisn? Wiat | say
is that beyond the Line of Control (the border separating the two sides in
Kashmir), there is nothing happening now. | would al so say that the
shooting incident at the Indian Parlianment where people were killed
recently and the incident where civilians and armnmy personnel were killed
in a bonb attack on a bus earn our condemation. W have nothing to do
with these terrorist acts and we certainly conderm whoever is doing it.

Q How did your neeting with Richard Armitage (US Deputy Secretary of
State, who nmet Musharraf before we did) go? CNN just now, quoting US
sources, said it was a good neeting.

A | agree, it was a good neeting, a very good neeting.

Q Are you now nore optimstic that escalation (of hostilities to war)
won't take place?

A Yes, | amvery optimstic that if whatever discussions we had are
accepted, then things should nove in a better direction
Q What progress have you made in curbing the proliferation of the
unsancti oned religious schools or madrasah which attract mlitants from
many Mus |limcountries including Mlaysia?

A W set out certain rules of the gane for them Firstly, they wll
have to get registered and we want themto teach four subjects so that we
bring themcloser to the normal stream of education instead of teaching
just religious subjects. And then we told themthat nobody from abroad
shoul d be in the nadrasah w thout valid docunments. W are strict on this
and are cracking down (on them. And may | say the inplenentation part of
teaching the four subjects will have to be done.

Q What are the four subjects?

A: English, mathematics, science and Paki stan studies.

Q The nore | listen to you, the nore you sound |ike (Datuk Seri) Dr
Mahat hir (Mohamad) whose definition of terrorismis |ike yours, well,
al rost. And we al so, after 45 years of independence, are bringing back
English and to teach all subjects Iike you said.

A Yes, | amtrying to tell them "Wy are you restricting a young boy
only to becoming a mullah in a nmosque and therefore (contribute to) a
proliferation of nosques in the country where every 200 yards there is a
nmosque”. They want jobs and they can only becone nosque officials.

| prom sed sone of them schol arships to | eave the nadrasah and go to any
university. | have seen a boy in the madrasah who | ooked good for the
arnmy. So | asked, "Why are they teaching himonly religious subjects”.
They can teach the students normal subjects to enable themto join the
forces or take up any profession
Q W understand that the Pakistani Constitution will be amended at the
end of the nmonth. Wat are you planning to do? Perhaps you can reveal a
bit to us. This could perhaps be the only new thing you would be telling
us. Your answers to our previous questions and the follow ng ones, |
think, will be nmere reiterations of previous statenents. Ganted, you may
gi ve new enphasis in an evol ving devel opnent or breaki ng news.

A: No, I'"'mnot going to anend the Constitution at the end of this nonth.
I have said all along that we are exam ning draft amendnents to ensure
four things.

First, we want to bring back the essence of denocracy to Pakistan. So we
nmust have checks and bal ances on all the powerbrokers of Pakistan, which



means really the President, the Prime Mnister, and chief of army staff.
There nust be checks and bal ances for each one of themso that they don't
take any i npul sive personal action ever again.

Then, we want to be sure that the restructuring that is done is
sustai ned and we have done a lot, especially the |ocal governnent that we
have introduced and have enpowered admi nistratively and politically. This
was never there before.

Thirdly we want to ensure that national interest is kept supreme. This
i s happening in Pakistan, if it is personalised interest or politica
interest - like when tariff structures are changed for personal gain - we
want to ensure that national interest is always paranount.

And lastly, we want to bring inter-provincial harnmony which has not been
there.

We are getting feedback (on the constitutional amendnents). W want to
throwit open to the nedia to ana-lyse them Once we get the feedback
we will decide what to do. W will give about a nmonth for debate. |
presune we will decide by the end of July.

Q What are the prospects for trade relations with Ml aysia? What are your
t houghts on maj or Mal aysian investnments in Pakistan such as the Liberty
Power project? In which other ways do you think Ml aysia and Paki stan

m ght pursue econoni c |inkages?

Coul d Islam c banking and finance be anong then?

A | think there is trenmendous scope. | think the public and private
sectors of both countries need to go into the details and find the areas
of co-operation. But I'mvery sure that at least in the defence sector
there is tremendous scope. | think the nost inportant thing is the will to
enhance bil ateral relations.

On Liberty Power, yes, there were few problens initially on the
provi sion of gas and the tariff structure, etc but that is the sane with
all the 14 I1PPs in Pakistan which we have all resol ved.

Having said that, | feel Pakistan and Mal aysia are two Islamc countries
which in nmy view nmust get together. And | nean every word of it. | think
Mal aysia is a country we nust co-operate with. | think we need to join
hands for the betternent of not only bilateral ties but far beyond the
I sl ami ¢ ummah. There is a lot we can do together, | think we can rise
above nost countries in the interest of the Muslimummah and co-operate
with each other. The sky is the imt. I think we in Pakistan believe that

Mal aysia is one of the success stories of the Islamc world and we can
join hands to bring this kind of exanple to the world.
Q What are your thoughts on the Conmmonweal th, O C and NAM? Do you see
ways in which Mal aysia and Paki stan m ght speak with one voice at theCHOGMV
forunf

A: W shoul d speak with the same voice. Unfortunately we are out of the
Commonweal t h at the nonent (Pakistan has been suspended) and we are
di sappointed. | think to the Commonweal th, denocracy only nmeans having an
el ected governnent whereas to ne it means much beyond that. El ected
governnment is only the begi nning. How t hey govern determ nes rea
denocracy. They don't see that and their attitude towards Pakistan has
been very negative. It's a pity that just because | ama man in uniform
and that | have not been elected yet, they have this negative attitude
towards Pakistan. As for AOC, | think Islamc countries need to be nore
focused and shoul d hel p each ot her nore.
Q | gave a talk recently and |I blaned the Arabs sonetinmes when they think
that they are synonynmous with Islam The truth is there are nore Mislins
outside the Arab worl d.

A: Yes, of course. | think we |ack honbgeneity. As for NAM it has | ost
i nportance ever since the end of the Cold War.



Q What are the prospects of the Pakistan general election schedul ed for
Cctober in view of the current India-Pakistan crisis?

A It is very certain there will be an election. W will have an el ected
governnment. But like | said, this will be the | abel of denocracy. The
essence of denocracy is already there in Pakistan. W'll put the label in
Cct ober
Q How nmight the election and the appointnment of a new Prinme M nister
i mpact your position, duties and role as President?

A: | have already nentioned about the essence of denocracy and the four
paranmeters of checks and bal ances. Wthin this, we are running a
parliamentary formof CGovernnent in which the Prine Mnister, the Cabinet
and Parliament are suprene. A lot of people are saying | amonly
interested in concentrating power within nyself. As a mlitary man
believe in unity in comandi ng the running of our country. Wthout that
unity you cannot run a Government effectively. There can't be two nen
sharing power, so the real power should be with the chief executive
runni ng the Governnent, making decisions on all matters whether it is
education, finance, econony or anything.

That is what | amgoing to shed in Cctober. There will be a PM and
will shed this function of running the Governnent which is the real power.
VWhat | will retain is the president's authority to nmake sure that the PM
is governing well. | don't call that power. Power to govern is power. To
oversee is the only power that I will have. I amalso going to
institutionalise this system

Previously the power of dismssing Parlianent or the Government was with
the President - with one individual. In the past 12 years, four tines the
CGover nmrent had been dism ssed - twi ce Benazir (Bhutto) and tw ce Nawaz
Sharif. In the history of Pakistan, no Government has conpleted its
tenure. So nuch for the denocracy of Pakistan. Now we want to change this.
W want to make sure that the Governnent functions.

In the past whenever Governments were dismssed, it was al ways the
Presi dent versus the PM And al ways the chief of arny staff was drawn into
the conflict. He used to be called in to nediate. There are therefore
three pillars of power. | want to institutionalise this.

There will be a National Security Council. | wll be chairman. The
President will be the chairman but the chairman will not have the
i ndi vi dual power to try and disnmiss the Governnent. What | amtrying to do
is not for nmyself because | won't be around forever. W are trying to
i ntroduce a systemto nmake sure that no President on his whins and fancies
renoves a PMand |likewise no PMtries to inpeach a President, and no arny
chief renoves a CGovernnent and takes over
Q Wuuld you be confortable with the Benazir Bhutto adm nistration shoul d
she and her party win the polls. Do you think she will return and will you
all ow t hat?

A: She is staying out on her own choice. She has to face all the court
charges agai nst her. Secondly, | haven't inposed this prerequisite - she
is not a graduate and can't stand for election. | don't think she is a
graduate and that is a requirenent that she has to fulfil.

Q Are your affluent and mlitary backgrounds assets in your work as
Presi dent ?

A: 1 very nmuch think so, especially in this situation when | amon a
roller-coaster ride or in a pressure-cooker situation. But | have to
accept the chall enges and make decisions and | think the arny teaches you
t hese things - decision-naking under crisis, facing up to the crisis,
standing up to a crisis.

Q Has your affluent background al so enabled you to resist all the
tenptati ons?



A: I"'mnot affluent. I"'mfroma mddle-class fanmily. My father was a

diplomat. | don't cone froma very rich famly. Confortable, yes. But |I'm
atotally self-nmade man. Wen | joined the arny, | didn't have any
relatives in the arnmy. | have never asked anyone for anything and | think
|'"ve been getting the best fromthe arny always. In the arny, I'mproud to

say, | give my own exanples. A lot of people think that way. This arny
recogni ses mnerit.
Q You are also very satisfied?

A Yes, I'mvery satisfied. When you nentioned about corruption, | rnust
say really I can't imagi ne why a man who has the basic requirenments of
life would want nore? | really don't understand. | have the basic re
quirements. | can think. Well, if | have a Toyota, | can think of owning a
Mer cedes and then why not a helicopter, why not jetplane. So there's no
end to it. | ama very contented man, | have a nice famly, |'ve got good
children and they're doing well in life. I |like games, | |ike socialising.

Q The arny has treated you very well and you have | ooked after it too

A Yes.

Q | understand that you |like sports. Just before neeting us, were you
pl aying tennis or squash?

A: No, | amnot well. | got a frozen shoul der for the |ast few nonths.
So |l only go walking. I walk for about 45 minutes and then | swim | do
about 14 | aps breaststroke because that is good for the shoul der and then
| do alittle bit of exercise and then I go for physiotherapy. Al this
wi Il take about one hour 30 minutes or one hour 40 m nutes.

| used to play tennis and squash. | was playing squash till about one
year back. It was very conpetitive squash. But then ny wife rem nded ne
how old I was and asked me to quit. Then | switched to tennis. But since
the last 15 nmonths | have stopped playing tennis too. Just now, | wal ked
for about 40 minutes, then | went to the swimm ng pool, then I went for
shoul der exercises. Then the physi ot herapy.

Q You look well, you look really fit. This must be the arnmy. But then
again sonme army officers don't | ook very fit. Wen they wear nedals..

A: Yes. But you have to | ook after yourself (laughter). | agree. Sone
officers are a disgrace to their uniform
Q Is it prestigious to be in the arnmy in Pakistan?

A It used to be. But | had wanted to join the arny since ny chil dhood.
My father was a defence attache at the Enbassy of Pakistan in Turkey and
used to ook up to him
Q You strike nme as an articulate and cultured person. Did the arny teach
you this?

A I'mflattered (laughter). The army teaches you a | ot of manners and
etiquette, and culture. The arny teaches you a |lot. People cone fromthe
villages to join the arny and they | earn manners and etiquette, how to eat
and howto sit. It's tough in the mlitary acadeny because they punish you
for m sbehaviour. You have to stand properly, you have to talk properly.
But then home upbringing is very inportant too. My parents were extrenely
tough. There is no doubt how I was brought up at hone.

Q | noticed that in interviews on TV you hardly have notes to refer to
It shows self-confidence. |I've seen presidents who have to be pronpted on
what to say but you don't have anybody to do that.

A: 1 think you have to coach yourself. When | was an instructor at the
staff college, | coached nyself. | used to get notes. There was a
Mal aysi an officer there by the way. W were supposed to bring these pinks
(small notes) and teach fromthem Then | thought why should | carry these
pi nks. Way don't | absorb the crux of the whole thing, |eave the notes
aside and start talking. And | succeeded in doing it, especially when
there were mlitary plans involved. Each plan has its value and | used a



ot of logic in my teaching which everyone accepted. So | really taught

nysel f.
Q Did you have your education solely in Pakistan?

A: | spent seven years in Turkey.
Q | mean, not in Europe, England or the US?
A: No.
Q What other ganes do you play?
A: | played every gane. | was a jack of all trades but master of none.
pi cked up a gane fast, but tended to switch ny interest fromone to
anot her. Like water sports, | was good in rowi ng and sailing.
Q If I may say so, you are also good in politics
A1 an? | don't know. | don't think I can be good in politics.
Q In politics, it is very difficult to stay at the top for long. Dr
Mahathir... | told himonce jokingly of course, that he is not as clever

as | think he is. He laughed and said "How el se have | been here for 21
years". (laughter)

A: You can't defeat that argunent.

Q Last question M President. | like to nmake this observation. You may
not agree with what I amgoing to say but it doesn't matter because what
you say is inportant to ne. Does it not seemutterly feeble now for the
world to call on you and PM Vaj payee, two antagoni sts | ocked in such
bitter conflict, to sit down together and talk as civilised and reasonabl e
men? It may be wong to say that there is no other way - for there is,
besi des war. Shoul d India and Paki stan both escalate their current
exchange of bullets and rattling of nuclear sabres into an all-out war
with the idea of lancing a boil, all they will achieve will be to post
their historical baggage to the future, as their predecessors did, and
with the same result of consigning generations unborn to the flanmes of
ancestral rivalry and even, if | may be blunt, hate? | don't think there
will be war but you know better. Wiat do you think?

A: | think the chance of war is mininmal. | think [eaders in both
countries need to be sensible enough to work on the path of peace. But
nore than being sensible, | think courage is required. Bol dness and
courage are required. And sincerity too. But there is a stunbling block in
the way of peace - it is the Kashmr dispute. Nobody, no |eader in
Paki stan can put the Kashmir dispute on the sidelines. Every individual of
Paki stan i s concerned about Kashmir. There is Kashmir in Pakistan too.
There are Kashniris anong Paki st ani s.

We seek justice on Kashmir. W are not demandi ng anything unjust - we
are just seeking the inplementation of the UN Security Council resolution
and the world nust understand. Is it something unusual to seek
i npl enentation of a UN Security Council decision of 1948? | have gone a
step further, beyond that. And no | eader has done that before. Wen I went
to Agra (in India), every time we tal ked about self-determnation (for
Kashmr), | said we will approach the Kashmr problemwith flexibility.

A lot of people are asking, "Wat do you nmean by flexibility?" and
saying "You better not tal k about that". But | thought the only way we can
solve this problemis through flexibility fromstated positions on both
si des.

If we carry on badgering each other with whatever we have been saying
for 50 years, we carry on with the conflict. If there is sincerity and we
show flexibility, we can solve the problem

We're prepared to be bold, we're prepared to be courageous here for the
sake of permanent peace if there be a sim|ar courage and bol dness from
t he ot her side.

( END)
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