07 JAN 2002
Mahat hir-Terrorists
THE US | TSELF SHOULD HAVE NABBED SEPT 11 TERRORI STS, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUWMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
the United States itself could have prevented | ast year's Sept 11 attacks
on New Yor k and Washi ngt on si nce the suspected perpetrators were residing
inthe USfor alnost a year prior to the incident.

The planning for the attacks on New York and Washi ngton coul d have been
done inthe USitself, the Prine Mnister said, dismssing suggestions that
t he attacks coul d have been avoi ded had Mal aysi a i ntercepted and arrested
two of the suspects invol ved when they were reportedly in Mal aysia early
| ast year.

In fact, the suspects had al so stayed in Switzerland but the Sw ss
governnent too did not take any acti on agai nst themthen, he said at a news
conference after addressing the third public service prem er assenbly here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir said that if the US and Switzerland thensel ves di d not
identify such people as terrorists and di d not act agai nst themhenceforth,
"how are we (Mal aysia) to detain them"

He was conmenting on | ast week's report carried by Singapore's
Mal ay- | anguage Berita Harian quoting Jane's Intelligence Reviewthat the
Sept 11 attacks coul d have been prevented had Mal aysi a arrested the duo
when they were reportedly in Mal aysia in January | ast year

Dr Mahathir al so said he was saddened by the reported arrest of eight
under graduat es i n Kangar for all egedly spying on Bari san Nasi ona
preparations for this nonth's | ndera Kayangan by-el ection in Perlis for the
opposi tion.

" | amsad because we have been advi sing students not to be involved in
politics, what more in political intrusions such as this.

"They fully well know that what they are doing is wong and shoul d not
get thensel ves involved," he said.

The students aged between 20 and 23, including fenmal e under graduat es,
were fromUni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia, Universiti Institut Teknol ogi Tun
Hussein Onn and Uni versiti Sains Ml aysi a.

The by-el ection, slated for Jan 19, is to fill in the vacancy | eft
foll owi ng the death of the Bari san Nasi onal assenbl yman Dat uk Khor Li ang
Tee | ast nont h.

Nom nati on has been fixed for Thursday.

Dr Mahat hir al so announced that the government would i ssue a white
paper on the A -M' unah group soon and expl ai ned that the delay in com ng
out with it was due to then on-going court case agai nst them

Since the Al -M' unah nenbers have al ready been convi cted and sent enced
for wagi ng war agai nst the King, production of the white paper was
underway, he said.

" The problembefore is that we may be in contenpt of court," he said
whi | e acknowl edgi ng t hat he coul d not know whet her t he governnent woul d be
abl e to convince PAS on this Al -M' unah issue even after it coming out with
the white paper.

He said: " Even when we hang t hese people (Al -M'unah | eader Mhaned
Anmi n Mohanmed Razal i who was sentenced to death al ongsi de two henchnen), PAS
is bound to say that the hanging is sandiwara (play-acting) and that the
trio are not actually dead."

The High Court here | ast week found 19 Al - Maunah nenbers guilty of
wagi ng war agai nst the Yang di - Pertuan Agong.



Anmin and his two henchrmen were sentenced to death, while 16 others were
sentenced to life inprisonnent.

Earlier, 10 other nenbers of the group pleaded guilty to the charge and
were sentenced to 10 years' inprisonment.

During the trial the court was told that they group staged arns heists
at two arny canps in Grik before hiding and taking hostages at a durian
orchard in Bukit Jenalik, Sauk in July | ast year.

During the stand-off with security forces, they killed two the
host ages, a policeman and a soldier. An Al -M' unah nenber was al so killed.
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